On Top Of The News Email:news@arubatoday.com website: www.arubatoday.com Tel:+297 582-7800 Thursday, March 7,2013 



Rebecca Blackwell walks to work along Jefferson Park Avenue Wednesday March 6, 2013 in Charlottesville, Va., as a snow hits the 
area. A winter storm piled on snow in central and western portions of the state, causing thousands to lose power. 

(AP Photo/Sabrina Schaeffer) 


Storm slams Mid-Atlantic; 250K lose power 


ARREST MADE 
IN NYC CRASH 



Julio Acevedo 

(AP Photo) 

COLLEEN LON 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 

wanted for a hit-and-run 
crash in New York City that 
killed a pregnant woman 
and her husband was ar¬ 
rested Wednesday, au¬ 
thorities said. 

New York City police said 
they arrested the suspect¬ 
ed driver Julio Acevedo at 
a mini-mart in Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

Acevedo allegedly was 
speeding down a Brook¬ 
lyn street in a BMW at 60 
mph (96 kph) early Sun¬ 
day when he collided with 
a car carrying Nachman 
and Raizy Glauber, both 
21. They died Sunday. Their 
baby boy was delivered 
prematurely but died a 
day later. 

It was not immediately 
known if the 44-year-old 
Acevedo had a lawyer. 
Acevedo was arrested 
last month on a charge of 
driving while under the in¬ 
fluence, and that case is 
pending. He served about 
a decade in prison in the 
1990s for manslaughter. 

No one answered the door 
at Acevedo’s last known 
address, in a public hous¬ 
ing complex in Brooklyn. 
Neighbors said his mother 
lived in the same building, 
but she did not answer her 
door.Q 


ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

winter storm marched into 
the Mid-Atlantic region 
Wednesday, dumping 
nearly two feet of snow in 
some places and knocking 
out power to about 250,000 
homes and businesses. It 
largely spared the nation's 
capital, which was expect¬ 
ing much worse and had 
all but shut down. 
Washington officials didn’t 
want a repeat of 2011, 
when a rush-hour snow¬ 
storm stranded commuters 
for hours, so they told peo¬ 
ple to stay off the roads 
and gave workers the day 
off. Dubbed the “snow- 
quester," the storm closed 
government offices, just 


as the automatic bud¬ 
get cuts known as the se¬ 
quester were expected to 
do. The storm pummeled 
the nation’s midsection 
on Tuesday, killing at least 
four people in weather- 
related traffic accidents. 
It was forecast to head to 
the northeast on Thursday, 
bringing strong winds, more 
snow and the possibility of 
coastal flooding to New 
England. In Washington, 
where as much as 10 inch¬ 
es were forecast, the storm 
did little but drop harm¬ 
less snowflakes that rapidly 
melted amid warmer-than- 
expected temperatures. 
“They just say that it might 
snow and the whole city 
shuts down," said Sheri 
Sable, who was out walk¬ 


ing her two dogs in light 
rain and marveled at how 
even the dog park she fre¬ 
quents failed to open at 7 
a.m. 

There were problems 
elsewhere in the region, 
though. Lashing winds 
blew off part of the roof 
of a Stone Harbor, N.J., 
condominium complex 
and Ocean City officials 
advised residents to move 
their cars to higher ground 
in preparation of possible 
flooding. Maryland’s Bay 
Bridge, which connects 
Maryland’s Eastern shore 
with the Baltimore-Wash- 
ington region, closed in 
both directions, because of 
wind gusts of up to 60 mph. 
A tractor-trailer overturned 
on the bridge and leaned 


against the guardrail. Kelly 
Kiley, an interior designer, 
was driving on the span 
soon after the accident. 
“The travel on the bridge 
was extremely scary,” Kiley 
said. “The crosswinds were 
terrible. Some of the taller 
box trucks were swaying.” 
In Virginia, Gov. Bob Mc¬ 
Donnell declared a state 
of emergency and about 
50 National Guard soldiers 
were sent out to help clear 
roads. “Over the next 12 
hours, as the storm churns 
up the coast quite slow¬ 
ly, we expect a lot more 
heavy wet snow, we ex¬ 
pect heavy winds and that 
is a dangerous situation," 
he said about 1 p.m. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Media blackout imposed ahead of Vatican conclave 


NICOLE WINFIELD 
RACHEL ZOLL 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — In the 

end, American-style trans¬ 
parency was no match 
for the Vatican's obsession 
with secrecy. 

Cardinals attending 

closed-door discussions 
ahead of the conclave to 
elect the next pope im¬ 
posed a media blackout 
Wednesday, forcing the 
cancellation of the popu¬ 
lar daily press briefings by 
U.S. cardinals that had pro¬ 
vided crucial insights into 
the deliberations. 

The official reason for fhe 
blackouf was fhaf some 
defails of the secret discus¬ 
sions about the problems 
in the church appeared in 
the Italian newspaper La 
Stampa. 

But speculation mounted 
that the underlying aim 
of the blackout was to si¬ 
lence the Americans, who 
have been vocal in their 
calls for disclosure about 
allegations of corruption 
and dysfunction in the Holy 
See’s governance before 
they enter the conclave to 
elect a successor to Bene¬ 
dict XVI. 

As a result, the conflict ap¬ 
pears to be a microcosm 


of the likely battle lines 
heading into the election: 
American and German 
cardinals have indicated 
they want a pope who will 
impose some order on the 
Vatican’s inner workings, 
while the Vatican-based 
cardinals are defending 
their record and seeking to 
end the discussion. 

One Italian cardinal said 
the Curia, or the Vatican 
bureaucracy, had been 
sorely maligned and that 
he could “only say good 
things about it." 

“In the Curia, the pope has 
a docile tool that does ex¬ 
actly what he wants and 
tries to help him in the best 
of ways,” Italian media 
quoted Cardinal Giovanni 
Lajolo, the retired admin¬ 
istrator of the Vatican City 
State as saying during a 
book launch Tuesday. “Of 
course it can always be im¬ 
proved.” 

That picture is at odds with 
evidence of turf battles. 
Machiavellian machina¬ 
tions and allegations of 
corruption and cronyism 
that were exposed last 
year when private papal 
documents were leaked 
to an Italian journalist. The 
documents paint a portrait 
of an utterly dysfunctional. 


ungovernable Italian bu¬ 
reaucracy. 

The Vatican denied it had 
exerted any pressure on 
the American cardinals 


to keep quiet and can¬ 
cel their briefings. But the 
Vatican spokesman, the 
Rev. Federico Lombardi, 
made clear that the Holy 
See considered this week's 


pre-conclave meetings to 
be secret and part of a sol¬ 
emn process to choose a 
pope, suggesting that he 
didn't necessarily appreci¬ 


ate the Americans’ can¬ 
dor. 

“The College (of Cardinals) 
as a whole has decided 
to maintain a line of an 
increasing degree of re¬ 


serve,” he said. 

The debate played out as 
the Vatican awaited the 
arrival of the last voting- 
age cardinal: Vietnamese 
Cardinal Jean-Baptiste 
Pham Minh Man, who 
was expected in Rome on 
Thursday. 

With his arrival, the College 
of Cardinals was expected 
to be able to set a date for 
the start of the conclave, 
where 115 men will select 
the next pontiff. 

The spokeswoman for the 
U.S. cardinals. Sister Mary 
Ann Walsh, 

said Wednesday's briefing 
and all cardinal interviews 
were canceled after other 
cardinals expressed con¬ 
cern about the content of 
articles in Italian daily La 
Stampa, which over the 
past several days reported 
details of comments indi¬ 
vidual cardinals made in 
the closed-door meetings. 
La Stampa reported 
Wednesday, 

for example, that the head 
of the Vatican's legal of¬ 
fice had told the cardinals 
of the need for improved 
coordination among the 
various Vatican offices and 
better communication be¬ 
tween the Holy See and lo¬ 
cal dioceses. □ 



Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet outside the Vatican, Wednes¬ 
day, March 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino) 


Kenya is on edge over delays in vote tallying 


Jeffrey Gettleman 
© 2013 New York Times 

NAIROBI, Kenya - As results 
from Kenya’s hotly con¬ 
tested presidential elec¬ 
tion continued to trickle 
in Wednesday, persistent 
delays spawned all sorts of 
fears, frustrations and con¬ 
spiracy theories. 

The election was Mon¬ 
day, but because of a 
breakdown in a new vofe- 
transmission system, results 
that should have been 
received and tabulated 
by Wednesday were not 
expected until later this 
week, keeping the country 
on edge. 

On Wednesday, the presi¬ 
dential campaign of Uhuru 
Kenyatta, Kenya’s deputy 
prime minister, who has 
been charged by the In¬ 
ternational Criminal Court 
with crimes against human¬ 
ity, lashed out at the British 


government, accusing it of 
meddling in fhe vote. 
Kenyatta’s team said it 
was “deeply concerned 


about the shadowy, sus¬ 
picious and rather ani¬ 
mated involvement of the 
British high commissioner” 
and “alarmed by the ab¬ 


normally high influx of Brit¬ 
ish military personnel in 
the country which began 
around the voting day, un¬ 


der the pretext of training.” 
The British Foreign Office 
dismissed fhe claims of in¬ 
terference as “entirely false 
and misleading” and said 


the British troops were on a 
“routine exercise” that was 
“completely unrelated to 
the Kenyan elections and 
was planned nine months 
ago.” 

Kenyatta, the son of Ke¬ 
nya’s first president and the 
scion of one of the richest 
families in Africa, has been 
leading in the preliminary 
vote count and earlier this 
week seemed poised to 
clinch the race. He has 
been ahead by more than 
10 percentage points over 
the second-place vote- 
getter, Raila Odinga, Ke¬ 
nya’s prime minister. 

But late Tuesday, the elec¬ 
tion commission decided 
to include hundreds of 
thousands of spoiled bal¬ 
lots in the overall count, of 
which a candidate must 
get more than 50 percent 
to be declared president. 
Election observers say that 


decision may mean the 
election will go to a runoff, 
angering Kenyatta’s sup¬ 
porters. 

This is Kenya’s first presi¬ 
dential election since 2007, 
when widespread evi¬ 
dence of vote-rigging set 
off intense ethnic clashes 
that killed more than 1,000 
people. Prosecutors at 
the International Criminal 
Court accuse Kenyatta, 
along with his running 
mate, William Ruto, of or¬ 
ganizing some of the vio¬ 
lence. 

Kenya has undertaken 
many major reforms since 
then, including passing a 
new constitution and over¬ 
hauling its election pro¬ 
cess. In this election, votes 
were supposed to be trans¬ 
mitted directly from tally¬ 
ing centers to the election 
headquarters via encrypt¬ 
ed data messages. □ 



A member of Kenya’s General Service Unit stands guard outside 
a tallying center where county-level election results were be¬ 
ing announced in the Mathare area of Nairobi, Kenya, March 
6, 2013. 

(Pete Muller/The New York Time - XNYT38 
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Senate Republicans block vote on Obama’s CIA pick 


RICHARD LARDNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

Republican critic of the 
Obama administration’s 
drone policy succeeded 
Wednesday in blocking a 
vote on John Brennan’s 


dashed by Paul’s lengthy 
floor speech. 

The filibuster is only the lat¬ 
est snag to befall Obama’s 
cabinet picks seeking 
Senate confirmation. So 
far, only Sen. John Kerry’s 
nomination for Secretary of 


State was approved by the 
Senate without any hitches. 
Paul began speaking short¬ 
ly before noon on what he 
said was the Obama ad¬ 
ministration's refusal to rule 
out the possibility of drone 
strikes inside U.S. borders 


against American citizens. 
Four other Republican Sen¬ 
ators and one Democrat, 
joined Paul several hours 
after he began speaking. 
Paul said he would be will¬ 
ing to end his filibuster and 
proceed to a vote if he re¬ 
ceived the statement from 
the president or the attor¬ 
ney general. Holder came 
close to making such a 
statement earlier in the day 
during an exchange at a 
Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee hearing, according to 
Paul. 

In a letter sent Tuesday to 
Paul, Brennan said the CIA 
does not have authority to 
conduct lethal operations 
inside the U.S. 

Holder told Paul in a March 
4 letter that the federal 
government has not con¬ 
ducted such operations 
and has no intention of do¬ 
ing so. 

But Holder also wrote that 
he supposed it was possible 
under an “extraordinary 
circumstance" that the 
president would have no 
choice but to authorize the 
military to use lethal force 
inside U.S. borders. Holder 
cifed the attacks at Pearl 


Harbor and on Sept. 11, 
2001, as examples. 

Paul said he did not dispute 
that the president has the 
authority to take swift and 
lethal action against an 
enemy that carried out a 
significant attack against 
the United States. But Paul 
said he was “alarmed" at 
how difficult it has been to 
get the administration to 
clearly define whaf quali¬ 
fies as a legifimafe target 
of a drone strike. 

“No president has the right 
to say he is judge, jury and 
executioner,” Paul said. 
Brennan’s nomination won 
approval Tuesday by the 
Senate Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee after the White 
House broke a lengthy im¬ 
passe by agreeing to give 
lawmakers access to top- 
secret legal opinions justify¬ 
ing the use of lethal drone 
strikes against al-Qaida sus¬ 
pects overseas. 

If confirmed, Brennan 
would replace Michael Mo- 
rell, the CIA's deputy direc¬ 
tor who has been acting di¬ 
rector since David Petraeus 
resigned in November after 
acknowledging an affair 
with his biographerO 



Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), center, and Attorney General Eric 
Holder, right, after a hearing of the committee in Washington, March 6, 2013. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 


OKs bill to avoid shutdown 


nomination to be CIA 
director over questions 
about the possible use of 
the unmanned weapons 
against American citizens. 
Sen. Rand Paul — son of 
Liberfarian Presidential 
Candidate Ron Paul and a 
possible candidate in 2016 
— mounted a filibuster 
against President Barack 
Obama’s pick to lead 
the spy agency and he 
demanded that Obama 
or Attorney General Eric 
Holder issue a statement 
making clear that drones 
would not be used in the 
United States to kill terror¬ 
ism suspects who are U.S. 
citizens. A filibuster is a par¬ 
liamentary delaying tactic. 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid said he planned 
to file a motion to bring 
debate over Brennan’s 
nomination to lead the 
spy agency to an end. But 
he would need 60 votes in 
the 100-member Senate 
to do that. Reid had been 
pushing for a confirmation 
vote to be held Wednes¬ 
day, but those plans were 


US House 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Republican-controlled 
House of Representa¬ 
tives approved legislation 
Wednesday to prevent a 
U.S. government shutdown 
on March 27 and blunt the 
impact of deep spending 
cuts on the Defense De¬ 
partment. 

The vote sent the mea¬ 
sure to the Senate, where 
Democrats who control the 
chamber hope to give ad¬ 
ditional Cabinet agencies 
similar flexibility in imple¬ 
menting their shares of fhe 
$85 billion in spending cuts 
that threaten the econo¬ 
my’s fragile recovery. 
Republicans said the mea¬ 
sure was essential to keep 
the government operat¬ 
ing smoothly after current 
funding expires on March 
27. 

The Obama administration 
and congressional Repub¬ 
licans have been working 
together to ease the im¬ 
pact of fhe spending cuts 


that must take effect by 
the end of fhe budget year 
on Sept. 30. 

The overall size of the cuts 
remains in place, with half 


ans Affairs Department flex¬ 
ibility to allocate cuts that 
no agency currently has. 
Senate Democrats seem 
likely to agree to the flex¬ 
ibility if it can be expanded 


volved the White House. 
Among the candidates are 
the departments of Home¬ 
land Security, 

Transportation, Justice and 
State. The officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
saying they were not au¬ 
thorized to disclose details. 
The move marks a rever¬ 
sal for President Barack 
Obama, who spoke dismis- 
sively in recent days of Re¬ 
publican plans for flexibility 
in administering the cuts. 
“You don’t want to have 
to choose between. Let’s 
see, do I close funding for 
the disabled kid or the poor 
kid? 

Do I close this Navy ship¬ 
yard or some other one?” 
he said Feb. 26. 

The cuts were designed to 
be blunt and unattractive 
that the Obama admin¬ 
istration and a bitterly di¬ 
vided Congress would be 
forced to come up with an 
alternative for trimming the 
country’s deficit. □ 



Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013. Graham and a small group of GOP 
senators were invited to dinner by President Barack Obama 
Wednesday night to address political gridlock. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

from defense and half from to include other agen- 
domestic programs. But the cies, according to several 
new legislation gives the officials who described 
Pentagon and the Veter- closed-door talks that in- 
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Storm slams Mid-Atlantic; 250K lose power 


Continued from front 


“So stay off the roads, stay 
inside, enjoy the day off.” 
More than 200,000 people 
in Virginia alone were with¬ 
out power and another 
40,000 in New Jersey were 
in the dark. Hundreds of 
wrecks were reported 
around the region. 

In Richmond, most com¬ 
muters appeared to be 
headed home by midday 
with the exception of Clint 
Davis, an attorney who 
was needed in in U.S. Bank¬ 
ruptcy Court. 

“Unless they canceled 
court, I had to be here,” 
said Davis, who was wear¬ 
ing a hooded slicker over 
his suit to shield himself from 
gobs of snow blown from 


trees. “I’ll be here for two or 
three hours and come out 
to a snow-covered car.” 

Up to 20 inches of snow 
piled up in parts of central 
and western Virginia. Some 
communities in Washing¬ 
ton's outer suburbs saw 
significant accumulation 
too, including in Loudoun 
County, which had 9 inch¬ 
es. 

In Sterling, Va., a glaze 
of slush and snow coat¬ 
ed major roads and side 
streets, but traffic was rela¬ 
tively light and plow trucks 
came through repeat¬ 
edly. Many retailers were 
closed. Only a handful 


of customers patronized 
the Glory Days Grill. Caro¬ 
lyn Donahue was working 
from home and trekked 
out with her husband, Tom, 
for a lunch break without 
any trouble on slushy but 
passable roads. 

“I don’t consider this a big 
storm,” he said. 

Downtown Washington 
was unusually quiet. Of¬ 
ficials eager to avoid a 
repeat of 2011 pre-emp¬ 
tively shut down federal 
offices and canceled pub¬ 
lic schools. The roughly 
300,000 federal employees 
inside the Beltway and in 
surrounding counties were 
treated to a paid snow 
day. 

“So far, knock on wood, 
we’ve dodged on this 


one,” said D.C. Home¬ 
land Security director Chris 
Geldart. “We’re keeping 
our fingers crossed that it 
remains the way it’s been.” 
Some congressional hear¬ 
ings were postponed, but 
the House managed to 
approve legislation to pre¬ 
vent a government shut¬ 
down on March 27 and 
President Barack Obama 
was set to have dinner with 
GOP senators at hotel on 
Wednesday night. 

The Baltimore-Washington 
area’s last major snow¬ 
storm struck Jan. 26, 2011. 
It hit Washington during the 
evening rush hour, causing 


some motorists to be stuck 
in traffic nearly overnight. 
It dropped 5 inches on 
Washington and 7.8 inches 
on Baltimore, knocked out 
power to about 320,000 
homes and contributed to 
six deaths. The federal gov¬ 
ernment later changed its 
policies to allow workers to 
leave their offices sooner or 
to work from home if major 
storms are expected. 

There were at least four 
deaths. A semi-trailer slid 
off a snow-covered inter¬ 
state in western Wisconsin, 
killing two people. A cen¬ 
tral Indiana woman died 
when a semi-trailer plowed 
into her car after she lost 
control merging onto the 
highway, and a man from 
Columbia City in northeast 


Indiana was killed when his 
snowmobile left the road, 
headed across a field and 
crashed into a wire fence. 
The storm brought around 
10 inches of snow to weath¬ 
er-hardened Chicago on 
Tuesday, closing schools 
and canceling more than 
1,100 flights at the city's 
two major airports. 
Hundreds more flights were 
canceled Wednesday at 
Dulles and Reagan Na¬ 
tional airports in the Wash¬ 
ington area, according to 
FlightAware.com. 

In Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
many areas had 4 to 6 
inches of snow. □ 



A pedestrian walks down Pennsylvania Ave near the White House in Washington, Wednesday, 
March 6, 2013. Schools, businesses and the federal government closed in anticipation of a snow 
storm that largely spared the nation's capital, which was expecting much worse. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Monsivais) 



Subaru Legacys are lined up at Twin City Subaru in Berlin, Vt. 
Strong auto sales, better hiring and a continued housing re¬ 
covery helped the U.S. economy grow in January and Febru¬ 
ary throughout the country, according to a survey released 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 by the Federal Reserve. 

(AP Photo/Toby Talbot) 

Fed survey: U.S. economy is 
growing throughout country 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Strong auto sales, better 
hiring and a continued 
housing recovery helped 
the U.S. economy grow 
in January and February 
throughout the country, 
according to a survey re¬ 
leased Wednesday by the 
Federal Reserve. 

The survey noted that 10 of 
the Fed’s 12 banking dis¬ 
tricts reported moderate or 
modest growth, while the 
Boston and Chicago dis¬ 
tricts reported slow growth. 
Consumer spending in¬ 
creased in most regions, 
although spending growth 
slowed in many districts 
and much of the gains 
were driven by auto sales. 
Many districts said con¬ 
sumers pulled back slightly 
elsewhere after seeing 
taxes rise and gas prices 
increase. Some also ex¬ 
pressed concerns about 
federal spending cuts that 
started on March 1. 
Housing markets showed 
more strength in nearly all 
parts of the country. Manu¬ 
facturing grew modestly 
in most regions after strug¬ 
gling in through most of 
2012. And many districts 
reported improvement in 
individual jobs markets. 

The report, called the Beige 
Book, provides anecdotal 
information on economic 
conditions through Febru¬ 
ary 22. The information will 
be discussed along with 
other economic data dur¬ 
ing the Fed’s next policy 
meeting on March 19-20. 


Analysts said the report 
was slightly more upbeat 
than the previous Fed sur¬ 
vey, noting the modest re¬ 
bound in manufacturing in 
the past two months. Jen¬ 
nifer Lee, senior economist 
at BMO Capital Markets, 
called the latest survey 
“more encouraging news 
on the U.S. economy.” 
Many economists believe 
Fed officials will maintain 
their low-interest rate poli¬ 
cies at current levels but 
take no new steps at the 
March meeting. In January, 
the Fed stood behind ag¬ 
gressive steps it launched 
in December to try to re¬ 
duce unemployment. It re¬ 
peated that it would keep 
its key short-term interest 
rate at a record low at 
least until unemployment 
falls below 6.5 percent. 
And the Fed said it would 
keep buying Treasurys and 
mortgage bonds to help 
lower borrowing costs and 
encourage spending. 

The unemployment rate 
was 7.9 percent in January 
when the Fed last met. 

The economy has shown 
improvement since then, 
even as Americans paid 
higher taxes and automat¬ 
ic government spending 
cuts loomed. On Jan. 1, 
nearly all Americans who 
draw a paycheck began 
paying higher Social Se¬ 
curity taxes and income 
taxes rose for the highest 
earning workers.The tax in¬ 
creases and broader bud¬ 
get debate in Washington 
haven't slowed financial 
markets. □ 
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Giffords visits site of rampage, urges gun control 



Former Rep. Gabrielle Giffords smiles as she raises a fist pump 
to the crowd as she, her husband Mark Kelly, and a number 
of other Tucson mass shooting victims returned to the site of a 
shooting that left her critically wounded to urge key senators 
to support expanded background checks for gun purchases, 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013, in Tucson, Ariz. 

(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin) 


CRISTINA SILVA 
Associated Press 
TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — For¬ 
mer Rep. Gabrielle Giffords 
returned to the scene of 
the horrific shooting that 
wounded her and killed six 
people two years ago, urg¬ 
ing senators Wednesday to 
pass background checks 
for gun purchases in her 
first public event at the site 
since the rampage. 
Giffords, who is still recover¬ 
ing from her injuries, spoke 
fewer than 20 words in the 
parking lot of the Safeway 
grocery store in her home¬ 
town of Tucson in a brief 
but emotional call for strict¬ 
er gun control measures. 
“Be bold. Be courageous,” 
Giffords said. “Please sup¬ 
port background checks.” 
At one point, Giffords 
pumped her fist in the air 
and grinned. 


Associated Press 
DUNLAP, California (AP) — 

A male African lion killed 
an intern-volunteer on 
Wednesday at a private 
wild animal park in Central 
California where the cat 
had been raised since it 
was a cub, authorities said. 
The woman was attacked 
and killed when she en¬ 
tered the lion’s enclo¬ 
sure, said Dale Anderson, 
founder and executive di¬ 
rector Cat Haven in Dun¬ 
lap, California. Anderson, 
who was crying as he read 
a one-sentence statement 
about the fatal mauling at 
the exotic animal zoo he 
has operated since 1993, 
refused to take questions 
from reporters, but extend¬ 
ed thoughts and prayers 
to the victim's friends and 
relatives. The facility, which 
is near Fresno in the Si¬ 
erra Nevada foothills, is li¬ 
censed by the California 


Other survivors joined Gif¬ 
fords at the news confer¬ 
ence, along with her hus¬ 
band, Mark Kelly. Giffords 
and Kelly have returned 
to the Safeway previously 
to visit the memorial, but 
Wednesday marked their 
first public event at the 
store since the shooting. 
Sheriff’s deputies were 
there to provide security. 

A gun control group start¬ 
ed by Giffords and Kelly 
began airing a new tele¬ 
vision ad in Arizona and 
Iowa Tuesday urging Con¬ 
gress to take action. Gif¬ 
fords and Kelly support 
extending background 
checks to gun shows and 
Internet purchases. The 
Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee is scheduled to take up 
tougher firearm regulations 
Thursday. Arizona Sen. Jeff 
Flake, who sits on the com- 


Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. It is normally closed 
on Wednesdays, and only 
one other worker was there 
when the mauling hap¬ 
pened, said Fresno County 
sheriff's Sgt. Greg Collins. 
He said investigators were 
trying to determine why 
the person was inside the 
enclosure and what might 
have provoked the attack. 
A sheriff’s deputy shot 
and killed the lion after 
the attack, California Fish 
and Wildlife spokesman 
Lt. Tony Spada said. The 
lion, a 4-year-old male 
named Couscous, had 
been raised at Cat Haven 
since it was 8 weeks old, 
said Tanya Osegueda, a 
spokeswoman for Project 
Survival, the nonprofit that 
operates Cat Haven. Os¬ 
egueda did not know how 
the park acquired the cub. 
Cat Haven is a 100-acre 
(40-hectare) wild animal 


mittee, has criticized uni¬ 
versal background checks. 
“This discussion is not really 


park just west of Kings Can¬ 
yon National Park. Since 
the property opened in 
1993, it has housed numer¬ 
ous big cats, including ti¬ 
gers, leopards and other 
exotic species.Q 


about the Second Amend¬ 
ment,” Kelly said. “It’s 
about public safety and 
keeping guns out of the 
hands of the dangerously 
mentally ill." 

Jared Lee Loughner, 24, 
was sentenced in Novem¬ 
ber to seven consecutive 
life sentences, plus 140 
years, in the Tucson shoot¬ 
ing. The rampage hap¬ 
pened at a meet-and- 


greet event organized by 
Giffords outside the gro¬ 
cery store on Jan. 8, 2011. 
Kelly said it was not diffi¬ 
cult to return to the place 
where his wife nearly died. 
As he spoke, shoppers and 
vehicles moved through¬ 
out the ubiquitous shop¬ 
ping center that includes a 
nail salon, a Starbucks and 
dry cleaners. It smelled like 
grocery store fried chicken. 
It's places like this, Kelly 
said, that Congress needs 
to make safer. 

Supporters gave Giffords 
a standing ovation as she 
arrived at the event with 
her husband and staffers. 
With Kelly's help, Giffords 
walked directly to a me¬ 
morial outside the super¬ 
market honoring the vic¬ 
tims of the shooting, where 
she placed a bouquet of 
white roses and daisies. 
Kelly, who was not pres¬ 
ent when the shooting oc¬ 
curred, recalled the mas¬ 
sacre that took place two 
years ago on a chilly morn¬ 
ing. Loughner walked to¬ 
ward Giffords and shot her 
once in the head before 
directing fire at the crowd 
around her. □ 
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Arias answers to jurors in murder case 


BRIAN SKOLOFF 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — Jodi Arias 
was peppered with ques¬ 
tions from the jury in her 
murder trial Wednesday 
about her actions on the 
day she killed her lover and 
in the months leading up to 
that fateful day in Arizona. 
Arizona is one of just a few 
states where jurors are al¬ 
lowed to ask questions of 
witnesses during a crimi¬ 
nal trial as a matter of law. 
Jurors in the Arias trial had 
about 100 questions for her 
after her lengthy testimony 
over the last two weeks. 
Judge Sherry Stephens 
read the questions aloud 
to Arias, and they included 


from the victim’s closet as 
they fought on the day 
of the killing, and why she 
worked to clean the crime 
scene. 

Arias said she grabbed 
the gun from Alexander's 
closet during a fight at his 
house, and she was asked 
how she could have time 
to retrieve the gun while 
being chased. 

“I just had the sense that he 
was chasing me,” she said. 
After killing Alexander, Arias 
took photos of his bloody 
corpse and fhen put the 
camera in a clothes wash¬ 
er. The jury asked her why 
she did that. 

“I don't know why I would 
have done that,” she said. 


lose their role as an impar¬ 
tial fact-finder and slip into 
the role of an advocate, 
and I think that’s contrary 
to what the whole justice 
system is based upon," said 
Los Angeles-area defense 
afforney Mark Geragos. 

“In effect, you’ve depu¬ 
tized the jurors as investiga¬ 
tors,” Geragos added. 
Others, however, say the 
practice is a useful tool 
aimed at getting to the 
truth of a case, and pro¬ 
vides afforneys on both 
sides a window in the delib¬ 
eration room while the trial 
is still ongoing, giving law¬ 
yers time to change their 
strategies. 

Phoenix criminal defense 



Jodi Arias testifies in Maricopa County Superior Court in downtown Phoenix. Arias is on trial for the 
murder of Travis Alexander in 2008. 

(AP Photo/Tome Tingle) 


a range of subjects. One of 
them focused on why she 
didn't call the police after 
she claimed victim Travis Al¬ 
exander was abusive. Arias 
was calm and composed 
as she provided succinct 
answers to the questions. 
The questions provid¬ 
ed a glimpse into juror's 
thoughts after hearing her 
testify over 15 days about 
practically every detail of 
her life, from her childhood 
in California to her stormy 
romance with Alexander 
and her conversion to the 
Mormon faith. 

They asked her about past 
relationships with other 
men, how easily it would 
have been to get the gun 


She faces fhe death pen¬ 
alty if convicted of first- 
degree murder. She says 
the killing was self-defense, 
and hopes that the jury 
spares her the death pen¬ 
alty by convicting her of a 
lesser murder count. 
Stephens and attorneys 
worked Wednesday morn¬ 
ing to whittle down the list 
of about 100 questions the 
panel had for Arias as ob¬ 
jections were raised in pri¬ 
vate. 

Many other states, includ¬ 
ing California, allow jury 
questions at the judge's 
discretion, but not all agree 
it’s a good idea. 

“It becomes too difficult, 
too tempting for a juror to 


attorney Julio Laboy said 
juror questions of a witness 
during a case where he 
was representing a client 
charged with murder once 
led to prosecutors offering 
a deal to plead to a lesser 
count. 

“In the end, what this is all 
really about is the search 
for truth, and any mecha¬ 
nism that allows jurors to 
get closer to the truth with¬ 
out prejudicing one side or 
the other, I think, is a good 
tool," Laboy said. 

“And it really is a window 
into the juror's mindset,” he 
added. “It can help attor¬ 
neys direct which way you 
need to go, what path you 
should take.”Q 



Mark Strong Sr. leaves the Cumberland County Court House in 
Portland, Maine. 

(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 


Strong convicted in Maine 
“Zumba Prostitution” case 


DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
ALFRED, Maine (AP) — An 

insurance agent was con¬ 
victed Wednesday of pro¬ 
moting a prostitution busi¬ 
ness centered at a Zumba 
dance studio in a small 
coastal town better known 
more for its old sea cap¬ 
tains’ homes and beaches 
than crime. 

Mark Strong Sr., 57, ac¬ 
knowledged having an af¬ 
fair with Alexis Wright and 
helping her open the studio 
but contended he didn’t 
profit from her activities. 
His attorneys said he was a 
smitten lover who wanted 
to help the single mother. 
Wright is awaiting trial and 
has pleaded not guilty. 

The prostitution charges 
and ensuing publicity at¬ 
tracted international atten¬ 
tion to Kennebunk, a town 
of 10,000 that borders Ken- 
nebunkport, home to for- 
mer-President George H.W. 
Bush family’s Walker’s Point 
summer compound. 

The scandal garnered at¬ 
tention last fall after it was 
reported that Wright’s led¬ 
gers indicated she had 
more than 150 client and 
had been videotaping 
their encounters without 
their knowledge. 

Jurors deliberated for 4 1/2 
hours before announcing 
that they had found Strong 
guilty of all 13 counts — 12 
of promoting prostitution 
and one of conspiracy. He 
showed no emofion as fhe 
verdict was announced. 
His wife leaned into his son 
and cried. 


Strong contends he co¬ 
signed for Wrighf’s studio 
and loaned her money 
that was repaid. But the 
defense said he never re¬ 
cruited johns or profited 
from Wright’s business. 
Testimony and videos pre¬ 
sented to jurors indicated 
Strong was familiar with op¬ 
erational details of Wright's 
prostitution, chatting via 
Skype before and after her 
appointments and watch¬ 
ing the sexual encounters 
from his office 100 miles 
(160 kilometers) away. 
Before each tryst, Wright 
took time to make sure the 
Skype video camera was 
hidden and pointed at the 
massage table where the 
encounters took place. 

Law enforcement officials 
said the prostitution took 
place at Wright’s home, of¬ 
fice and Zumba studio. 

But all of the evidence 
presented during the trial 
focused on her rented of¬ 
fice, where law enforce¬ 
ment officers seized video 
equipment, computers, 
condoms and other items. 
Even as lurid details 
emerged in the courtroom. 
Strong’s wife of 30 years 
and several other family 
members remained seated 
several rows behind him to 
show support. 

One thing that was missing 
from the trial was testimony 
from Wright's accused cli¬ 
ents. 

Eighteen of them were on 
the state’s list of witnesses, 
but none of them testified 
after attorneys stipulated 
that the encounters took 
place.Q 
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A true diplomatic natural, 
Kerry hits ground running 


MAnHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
the smile of a seasoned 
politician, a flair for lan¬ 
guages and a vast rep¬ 
ertoire of personal anec¬ 
dotes, Secretary of State 
John Kerry schmoozed and 
cajoled his way through 
Europe and the Middle 
East on his first trip abroad 
as America's top envoy. 
But as far as diplomatic tri¬ 
umphs go, Dennis Rodman 
stole the show. 

Kerry plunged into his first 
official overseas voyage 
by fouring the capitals 
of America’s traditional 
Western European allies, 
charming his hosts in Brit¬ 
ain, France, Germany and 
Italy with his patrician bear¬ 
ing, fluent French, passable 
German and smattering 
of Italian. He greeted offi¬ 
cials with the comfortable 
blue-blooded bonhomie 
of a well-heeled man at 
ease in the grand salons 
of London, Paris, Berlin and 
Rome, yet one still deeply 
affected by his combat 
experience in Vietnam, 
something he made clear 
to German youth in a town 
hall meeting on the sec¬ 
ond stop of the trip. 
Leaving Europe behind, 
Kerry immersed himself in 
the byzantine politics of 
a volatile Mideast that is 
struggling with the cha¬ 
otic aftermath of the Arab 
Spring, an area in which 
the Obama administration 
must toe a delicate line 
between advocacy and 
unwanted interference. 

In Rome and Cairo, he 
doled out modest aid 
packages to the Syrian 
opposition and to Egypt’s 
foundering Islamist gov¬ 
ernment with an appeal 
for that country's bicker¬ 
ing politicians to save their 
nation from economic ruin 
— at the same time Con¬ 
gress and the Obama ad¬ 
ministration were bickering 
about cuts to the United 
States’ budget. In Ankara 
and Riyadh, he rebuked 
the Turks over anti-Israel 
rhetoric and warned Iran 
about its nuclear program. 
The silver-maned, slightly 
hard-of-hearing, 69-year- 
old Kerry also announced 


a significant shift in policy 
toward the Free Syrian 
Army, providing nonlethal 
assistance directly to the 
armed rebels fighting 
to oust President Bashar 
Assad. 

However, the biggest 
diplomatic coup during 
Kerry’s trip sprung from his 
antithesis: a flamboyant, 
retired NBA star with mul¬ 
tiple body piercings who 
became the first American 
to have ever met North Ko¬ 
rea’s reclusive young lead¬ 
er, Kim Jong-Un. 

Thus it was Dennis Keith 
Rodman, former Chicago 
Bull, Southeastern Oklaho¬ 
ma State attendee, bas¬ 
ketball journeyman and 
Madonna boy toy, and 
not Yale-educated John 
Forbes Kerry, former Mas¬ 
sachusetts senator and 
Democratic presidential 
nominee, who was the talk 
of the foreign policy cock¬ 
tail circuit back home. 
Kerry told NBC on Tuesday 
that Rodman “was a great 
basketball player, and as a 
diplomat, he was a great 
basketball player. That's 
where we'll leave it." 

Still, Kerry soldiered on, 
conscious of the legacy 
left by his predecessor, Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton, but 
determined to make his 
own mark on U.S. diploma¬ 
cy as America’s 68th sec¬ 
retary of state and clean 
up some long unfinished 
business along with way. 

At a meeting with U.S. Em¬ 
bassy staff in Abu Dhabi, 
the ex-chairman of the Sen¬ 
ate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee described himself 
as a “recovering politician 
and budding diplomat” 
and reprised the biggest 
laugh line of his speech to 
the State Department on 
his first on the job. “I have 
big heels to fill," he said 
to chuckles. “The big test, 
obviously, as I mentioned, 
is: Can a man do this job 
now?" For the man whose 
entire life appears to have 
been prologue to being 
secretary of state is wrap¬ 
ping up a diplomatic dash 
that has taken him to nine 
countries in 10 days. 

He has his diplomatic 
passport back and seems 
ready to use it.Q 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, who speaks several languages, jokes about needing 
headphones to listen to Italian at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 
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House requires 
USPS to keep 

Missing skier found alive near Sugarloaf resort six-day delivery 


T. Andersen 
J. Bencks 
Globe Staff 

©2013 The New York Times 
To survive two frigid nights, 
17-year-old Nicholas Joy, a 
fan of survivalist television 
shows, built a snow cave. 
For water, he dipped 
into the icy Carrabassett 
Stream. For food, there 
was no option: he went 
without. 

Meanwhile, rescuers were 
frantically searching for 
the Medford teen, who 
became separated Sun¬ 
day from his father on the 
foggy slopes of Sugarloaf 
Mountain Resort in Maine. 
Searchers knew they were 
racing against the clock. 

1 'All we could do was hope 
and pray,” said Diane Di- 
Girolamo, Joy’s aunt. 

Now the family is celebrat¬ 
ing. On Tuesday, the rela¬ 
tively healthy teen walked 
out of the woods, and 
was greeted by a rescue 
searcher. 

”We're just ecstatic,” said 
his aunt. The news also 
brought tears of happiness 
to family members gath¬ 
ered at a chapel at the 
resort, an official said. His 
aunt said his first request for 
food was a hamburger. 

Joy appeared at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday on Caribou Pond 
Road, a couple of miles 
west of the resort, and 
found Joseph Paul, 44, an 
off-duty fire captain from 
Warwick, Mass., who was 
searching the area on his 
snowmobile. 

”He said, ‘I'm glad to see 
somebody,’ ” Paul said in 
a phone interview. 

Joy had been skiing with his 
father, Robert, at Sugarloaf 
Sunday morning and was 


last seen near the Timber- 
line trail on the mountain’s 
west side around 1 p.m., 
when he skied off the trail 
network. 

Authorities said Tuesday 


that Joy built the snow 
cave for shelter and drank 
water from the Carrabas¬ 
sett Stream, but had no 
food. 

Nearly 100 people from 
several agencies and pri¬ 
vate groups -- including the 
resort's ski patrol, US Border 
Patrol, and Maine Forest 
Service -- had searched 
for the teen, the Maine 
Department of Inland Fish¬ 
eries and Wildlife said in a 
statement. 

Joy’s rescue began when 
he heard snowmobiles in 
the woods on Monday, 
and then walked toward 
the direction of the noise 
on Tuesday. He also fol¬ 
lowed snowshoe tracks 
left by searchers, the state¬ 
ment said. 

Ironically, Paul was not part 


of the search team but 
decided to help out after 
learning that Joy had gone 
missing. He said he provid¬ 
ed peanuts and crackers 
to Joy, who looked "cold 


and hungry.” 

"Actually, he was in pretty 
good spirits, considering 
[having spent] that long 
in the woods by yourself,” 
Paul said. 

Doug Rafferty, a spokes¬ 
man for inland fisheries and 
wildlife, said Joy was stay¬ 
ing overnight Tuesday at 
Franklin Memorial Hospital 
in Farmington, Maine, but 
was doing well. 

A hospital spokeswoman 
said Joy was in stable con¬ 
dition on Tuesday. 

"He’s got a little pain in his 
stomach, which probably 
comes from not eating for 
48 hours,” Rafferty said. 
1 'There is no apparent frost¬ 
bite or anything like that, 
no significant dehydration. 
For the most part, he's in 
pretty good shape.” 


He said rescuers knew on 
Tuesday that time was run¬ 
ning out. 

"We knew that he needed 
to be found today,” Raf¬ 
ferty said. "Your odds of 
keeping your wits about 
you and being rational in 
your thoughts and so forth 
decreases the longer the 
time goes without food 
and not much shelter. It 
starts to taper off pretty 
quickly.” 

Neither Joy nor his parents, 
Robert and Donna, could 
be reached for comment. 
In a statement, his parents 
expressed gratitude for 
their son's safe return. 
"There is great relief and 
happiness that Nicholas 
has made it through this 
difficult ordeal,” they said. 
"We want to thank every¬ 
one for their hopes and 
prayers and especially 
members of the rescue 
team.” 

Outside Medford High 
School, where Joy is a se¬ 
nior, Matheus Anastacio, 
18, said he was surprised to 
learn of his friend’s survival 
skills. 

"I didn’t know he had 
what it took to make it,” 
Anastacio said. "For him to 
be alive, it’s such a good 
day.” 

School officials said a mes¬ 
sage alerting students to 
the rescue was played on 
the intercom when the 
news broke. 

Joyce The Voice, a sub¬ 
stitute teacher, said she 
heard the announcement 
in a classroom. 

"It was such a relief -- we 
were all on edge, to say 
the least,” she said, add¬ 
ing that she knew Joy as a 
quiet kid. Q 


RON NIXON 

© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - A spend¬ 
ing measure passed by the 
House on Wednesday to 
keep the government op¬ 
erating through Septem¬ 
ber requires that the Postal 
Service maintain a six-day 
mail delivery schedule, 
a potential setback for 
the agency, which an¬ 
nounced last month that it 
planned go to five-day de¬ 
liveries to cut costs. 

The legislation passed the 
House 267-151, with 137 
Democrats voting against 
it. The measure now moves 
to the Senate. 

Faced with billions of dol¬ 
lars in losses, Postal Service 
officials said last month 
that beginning in August 
the service would stop de¬ 
livering mail on Saturdays, 
although it would con¬ 
tinue to deliver packages 
on a six-day schedule. The 
agency said cutting Sat¬ 
urday delivery would save 
about $2 billion a year. 

The agency lost about 
$15.9 billion last year, partly 
the a result of a 2006 law re¬ 
quiring it to pay about $5.5 
billion into a health benefits 
fund for its future retirees. 
A drop in mail volume has 
also hurt the agency's fi¬ 
nances. 

The move to end Saturday 
mail delivery was con¬ 
demned by some lawmak¬ 
ers, unions and postal cus¬ 
tomers. 

After the House voted to 
pass the spending mea¬ 
sure, Rep. Jose E. Serrano, 
D-N.Y., said the legislation 
made clear that Congress' 
intent was for the Postal 
Service to continue to de¬ 
liver mail on SaturdaysO 



Featured is Sugarloaf Mountain, Carrabassett Valley, Maine. 

(Handout Photo) 
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UN: 21 peacekeepers detained by Syrian rebels 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

Armed fighters linked to the 
Syrian opposition detained 
21 U.N. peacekeepers 
Wednesday in the increas¬ 
ingly volatile zone separat¬ 
ing Israeli and Syrian troops 
on the Golan Heights, a 
new escalation in the spill¬ 
over of Syria’s civil war. 

The U.N. Security Council 
demanded their immedi¬ 
ate and unconditional re¬ 
lease. The capture comes a 
week after the announce¬ 
ment that a member of 
the peacekeeping force is 
missing. The force, known 
as UNDOF, was established 
in 1974 following the 1973 
Yom Kippur war to monitor 
the disengagement of Is¬ 
raeli and Syrian forces and 
maintain a cease-fire. 

Israeli officials have grown 
increasingly jittery as the 
Syrian war moves closer 
to Israel. There have been 
several instances in which 
stray fire has landed in 
the Israeli-controlled Go¬ 
lan Heights, and Israel is 
concerned that Syrian 
weapons could fall into 


the hands of hostile groups 
and be used against Israel. 
Israel captured the Golan 
Heights from Syria in 1967 
and Syria wants the land 
returned in exchange for 
peace. Russia’s U.N. Am¬ 
bassador Vitaly Churkin, 
the current Security Coun¬ 
cil president, said talks are 
under way between U.N. 
officials from the peace¬ 
keeping force and the 
captors. 

U.N. peacekeeping chief 
Herve Ladsous, who briefed 
the council behind closed 
doors, identified the cap- 
tors as being from a group 
associated with the Syrian 
armed opposition, Churkin 
said. “There was no fight¬ 
ing, according to his brief¬ 
ing to us,” Churkin said. 
“My understanding is that 
they took over the trucks in 
which the UNDOF person¬ 
nel was moving around.” 
Churkin said the capture 
of the peacekeepers “is 
particularly unacceptable 
and bizarre" because the 
UNDOF peacekeepers are 
unarmed and their mission 
has nothing to do with Syr¬ 
ia’s internal conflict. 



Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vitaly Churkin speaks at the stake¬ 
out area outside the United Nations Security Council, Wednes¬ 
day, March 6, 2013. Churkin, the current Security Council presi¬ 
dent, said talks are under way between U.N. officials from the 
peacekeeping force, known as UNDOF, and the captors of 21 
UN peacekeepers in the Golan Heights by a group of armed 
fighters linked to the Syrian opposition. 

(AP Photo/Rick Bajornas, UN) 


“They are there on a com¬ 
pletely different mission 
so there is no reason at all 
under any circumstances, 
any kind of sick imagina¬ 
tion to try to harm those 
people," he said. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon also con¬ 
demned the capture of 
the 21 peacekeepers, U.N. 
deputy spokesman Eduar¬ 
do del Buey said. 

Del Buey said the U.N. ob¬ 
servers were on a regular 
supply mission when they 
were stopped by approxi¬ 
mately 30 armed fighters 
near an observation post 
that was damaged in 
heavy combat last week¬ 
end and had been evacu¬ 
ated. A video posted on¬ 
line by activists showed 
a group of armed rebels 
standing around at least 
three white U.N. vehicles 
with the words UNDOF on 
them, allegedly in the vil¬ 
lage of Jamlah in Daraa 
province. The video, circu¬ 
lated by the Syrian Obser¬ 
vatory for Human Rights, 
said the peacekeepers be¬ 
ing held by the rebels are 
20 FilipinosO 


Taliban kill 17 Afghan soldiers in Badakhshan region 


ROD NORDLAND 
© 2013 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Tal¬ 
iban insurgents killed as 
many as 17 Afghan Na¬ 
tional Army soldiers in a 
single incident in northern 
Badakhshan province, an 
area that has been gen¬ 
erally quiet and far from 
insurgent strongholds until 
recent months, according 
to accounts from Afghan 
officials Wednesday. 

The incident began when 
a supply convoy of Afghan 
soldiers was ambushed 
by the insurgents Sunday, 
with one soldier killed and 


22 others captured in the 
rugged Warduj district, ac¬ 
cording to Abdul Marouf 
Rasikh, spokesman for the 
provincial governor in Ba¬ 
dakhshan. 

Negotiations using tribal 
elders as go-betweens 
were carried out and six of 
the soldiers were released 
alive, but another 16 were 
executed by the insurgents, 
Rasikh said. Their bodies 
were turned over to the au¬ 
thorities by the same elders, 
he said. 

If the death toll was ac¬ 
curate, it was one of the 
single deadliest attacks on 


government soldiers by the 
insurgents in recent mem¬ 
ory; other Afghan officials 
sought to play down the 
death toll. 

Casualties among Afghan 
National Army soldiers have 
risen by nearly a fourth na¬ 
tionwide in the current Af¬ 
ghan calendar year, which 
ends later this month, com¬ 
pared with the previous 
year. This year, 1,086 were 
killed, and last year 841 Af¬ 
ghan soldiers died, accord¬ 
ing to the spokesman for 
the Afghan Ministry of De¬ 
fense, Gen. Mohammad 
Zahir Azimi. The increase 


reflects the greater share 
of fighting taken on by the 
Afghans as the internation¬ 
al coalition winds down its 
presence. 

A spokesman for the Tal¬ 
iban, Zabiullah Mujahid, in 
an email distributed to jour¬ 
nalists, disputed the gov¬ 
ernment's version of the 
Badakhshan incident. In 
his account, the insurgents 
ambushed a convoy and 
killed 15 soldiers, as well as 
capturing 12 of them, one 
of whom was wounded. 
“The rest of the other en¬ 
emy soldiers fled from the 
area and left their dead on 


the battlefield," he said. 

In Mujahid's account, ne¬ 
gotiations with local elders 
persuaded the Taliban to 
release the captured sol¬ 
diers on their promise not to 
return to the war. The only 
prisoner who died in Tal¬ 
iban custody, he said, was 
the wounded soldier. 

“If the mujahedeen want¬ 
ed to kill captured soldiers 
then we would have not re¬ 
leased 11 soldiers including 
their senior officers," Muja¬ 
hid said. 

He also said they turned 
over the bodies of the 
dead through the elders.Q 
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EU fines Microsoft $733M for breaking browser pact 



TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 

European Union has fined 
Microsoft $733 million for 
breaking a pledge to offer 
personal computer users a 
choice of Internet browsers 
when they install the com¬ 
pany’s flagship Windows 
operating system. 

The penalty imposed by 
the EU’s executive arm, 
the Commission, is a first for 
Brussels: no company has 
ever failed to keep its end 
of a bargain with EU au¬ 
thorities before. 

In 2009, Microsoft Corp. 
struck a broad settlement 
with the Commission to 
resolve disputes over the 
company's abuse of the 
dominance of Windows, 
which had spanned more 
than a decade. 

Back then, the company 
agreed to pay €860 million 
and promised to give Win¬ 
dows users the option of 
choosing another browser 
rather than having Micro¬ 
soft’s Internet Explorer au¬ 
tomatically installed on 
their machines. 

But Microsoft failed to stick 
to the deal for some 15 mil¬ 


lion installations of Windows 
7 software in Europe from 
May 2011 until July 2012. 
The company admitted 
the failure last year, adding 
that it was a mistake. 

The Commission’s top com¬ 
petition regulator, Joaquin 


violation and the length of 
time it went on for. It was 
also intended to make an 
example of Microsoft and 
deter other companies 
from doing same thing. 
In theory, the commission 
could have fined Micro¬ 


European Commissioner for Competition Joaquin Almunia 
pauses before answering a question during a media confer¬ 
ence at EU headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday, March 6 , 
2013. The European Union Commission has fined Microsoft US 
dollars 733 million for breaking the terms of an earlier agree¬ 
ment to offer users a choice of internet browser. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 


Almunia, said at a press 
conference in Brussels, Bel¬ 
gium, Wednesday that the 
fine reflected the size of the 
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soft up to 10 percent of its 
global annual sales during 
the period the violation 
took place. 

“A failure to comply is a 
very serious infringement 
that must be sanctioned 
accordingly,” Almunia 
said. 

Keith Hylton, a professor 
of law and antitrust spe¬ 


cialist at Boston University 
said the fine was “far in 
excess of any benefit Mi¬ 
crosoft could have gotten 
from the error, and vastly 
in excess of any harm to 
EU consumers, who are all 
aware of alternatives to In¬ 
ternet Explorer.” 

In all, Microsoft has now 
paid €2.2 billion in fines to 
the Commission since 1998, 
when regulators opened 
their first investigations into 
the company after Sun Mi¬ 
crosystems complained it 
had been denied access 
to technical documents. 
Over the years, the EU has 
broadened its investigation 
to include whether Micro¬ 
soft had abused Window’s 
near-monopoly over the 
market for computer op¬ 
erating systems to corner 
other markets, including 
server software, streaming 
media software, and Inter¬ 
net browsers. 

Anthony Sabino, an anti¬ 
trust lawyer and professor 
at St. John's University, said 
the Commission was right 
to fine Microsoft for the lat¬ 
est lapse, but the size of the 
penalty seemed “dispro¬ 
portionate...perhaps even 
petty, given that Microsoft 
has paid its fines and yield¬ 
ed to all the demands of 
the EU.” 

“They have been slow to 
acknowledge that, while 
powerful, Microsoft is not 


invincible," he said. 

Sabino added that Micro¬ 
soft may be paying the 
price in part for its aggres¬ 
siveness in the past in test¬ 
ing the limits of what regu¬ 
lators will tolerate. 

Given the length of time 
the latest violation went 
on, and the number of us¬ 
ers affected, “it does strain 
credibility” that Microsoft 
wouldn't have known it 
had failed to keep its part 
of the agreement, Sabino 
added. 

For its part, Microsoft was 
apologetic. 

“We take full responsibil¬ 
ity for the technical error 
that caused this problem 
and have apologized for 
it," the company said in a 
statement. “We provided 
the Commission with a 
complete and candid as¬ 
sessment of the situation, 
and we have taken steps 
... to help avoid this mis¬ 
take — or anything similar 
— in the future.” 

Microsoft’s Internet Ex¬ 
plorer still has a 56 percent 
market share for Inter¬ 
net browsers on personal 
computers, according to 
statistics by Net Applica¬ 
tions. Mozilla's Firefox has 
20 percent while Google's 
Chrome has a 17 percent 
share. Microsoft is required 
to continue to offer con¬ 
sumers a choice of brows¬ 
ers through 20140 


UK: 

Cameron to dismiss calls for policy shift 


C. VINOGRAD 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron is expected to reject 
calls for a shift in economic 
policy and vow to maintain 
a course of austerity de¬ 
spite calls for more stimulus 
and an embarrassing rat- 
ings-agency downgrade. 

In a key speech on the 
economy Thursday, Cam¬ 
eron will argue that the 
U.K. is beginning to see 
signs of progress thanks to 
his government's tough 
economic policy and that 
changing its approach risks 
plunging Britain “back into 
the abyss.” 

His remarks — previewed 


in extracts released ahead 
of the speech — come 
following a bruising set of 
economic developments 
in recent weeks. 

Moody's Investor Service 
downgraded the U.K.’s 
credit rating last month, 
saying that sluggish eco¬ 
nomic growth would hin¬ 
der the government’s abili¬ 
ty to control rising debt lev¬ 
els and deal with any new 
financial shocks. Two other 
ratings agencies, Fitch and 
Standard & Poor's, have 
Britain on negative out¬ 
look, signaling they too 
could lower the country’s 
credit rating. 

The Bank of England, 
too, has expressed grow¬ 


ing concern over Britain's 
economy and came sur¬ 
prisingly close to backing 
another monetary stimulus 
in their last meeting. The 
central bank’s next de¬ 
cision on interest rates is 
Thursday — the same day 
Cameron will make his 
case in West Yorkshire for 
holding firm on his govern¬ 
ment's economic policy. 
“Of course the challenges 
are huge. And there is a 
long way to go. But already 
there are signs that our 
plan is beginning to work," 
Cameron is expected to 
say, citing a lower deficit, 
record-low interest rates 
and signs of a turnaround 
in exports as progress. □ 
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Court suspends Egypt’s parliament election 


Seoul: military 
leaders could 
be targeted 

CHOESANG-HUN 
© 2013 New York Times 
SEOUL, South Korea - The 

South Korean military 
warned Wednesday that if 
provoked by North Korea, 
it would strike the North's 
“command leadership," in 
a sharp escalation of a war 
of words that hinted at an 
attack on a North Korean 
headquarters. The warning 
came a day after the North 
Korean People’s Army 
threatened to attack the 
United States and its South 
Korean ally with “lighter 
and smaller nukes” - an 
outburst provoked by the 
U.N. Security Council’s con¬ 
sideration of tough new 
sanctions on Pyongyang 
as punishment for its Feb¬ 
ruary nuclear blast. North 
Korea's typically strident 
rhetoric has grown bolder 
following its successful re¬ 
cent tests of a long-range 
rocket and nuclear device, 
especially in the past week 
as the United States and 
South Korea started their 
joint annual military exer¬ 
cises. South Korea usually 
does not respond to North 
Korean tongue-lashing, dis¬ 
missing it as propaganda. 
But amid fears among offi¬ 
cials and analysts here that 
North Korea might provoke 
a deadly skirmish to shake 
the new government of 
President Park Geun-hye 
and destabilize the region, 
the South Korean military 
called a news conference 
Wednesday to deliver one 
of its most categorical 
public warnings in recent 
months. “If North Korea at¬ 
tempts a provocation that 
threatens the lives and se¬ 
curity of our people, our 
military will forcefully and 
decisively strike not only 
the origin of provocation 
and its supporting forc¬ 
es but also its command 
leadership,”□ 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — An Egyp¬ 
tian court on Wednesday 
ordered the suspension 
of parliamentary elec¬ 
tions scheduled to begin 
in April, opening a legal 
battle likely to delay the 
vote and deepening the 
political crisis between the 
Islamist president and his 
opponents that has polar¬ 
ized the nation for months. 
The new confusion sur¬ 
rounding the election un¬ 
derlined the paralysis grip¬ 
ping Egypt, between po¬ 
litical deadlock, infighting 
among state institutions, 
a faltering economy and 
a wave of protests, strikes 
and clashes against Morsi 
and his Muslim Brother¬ 
hood that has spiraled for 
months around the coun¬ 
try. 

In the Suez Canal city of 
Port Said, scene of heavy 
clashes between protest¬ 
ers and police that have 
left six dead since Sunday, 
the violence entered a 


VIENNA (AP) — A senior U.S. 
envoy accused Iran of “de¬ 
ception, defiance and de¬ 
lay" Wednesday in dealing 
with international concerns 
about its nuclear activities, 
reflecting frustration over 
Tehran's expanding ura¬ 
nium enrichment program 
and stalled U.N. attempts 
to determine whether Teh¬ 
ran has worked secretly on 
atomic arms. 

Joseph Macmanus, the 
chief U.S. delegate to the 
International Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Agency, also suggested 
that the U.S. might push for 
tougher diplomatic action 
in the coming months. 
While not going into de¬ 
tails, his comments indi¬ 
cated that America might 
lobby the IAEA board to 


fourth day, dragging in the 
military. Protesters hurled 
stones at police firing tear 
gas, as army troops strug¬ 
gled to keep the two sides 
apart. 

Morsi’s Islamist supporters 
and some in the public 


exhausted by the turmoil 
have viewed the parlia¬ 
mentary elections as a 
step toward bringing some 
stability, accusing the op¬ 
position of stirring up unrest 
to derail the voting. But the 


ask for a special inspection 
of Parchin, a facility that 
the agency suspects was 
used to test explosive trig¬ 
gers for a nuclear weapon, 
or that the United States 
would seek an IAEA resolu¬ 
tion critical of Tehran. 
International criticism of 
Iran has been relatively 
muted since last week's 
nuclear talks in which Teh¬ 
ran showed interest in pro¬ 
posals made by the United 
States and five other world 
powers. While expressing 
concern about enrich¬ 
ment and the deadlocked 
probe, the six powers 
avoided tough language 
and mentioned the “use¬ 
ful meetings” that pro¬ 
duced the proposals in a 
joint statement Tuesday to 


mainly liberal and secular 
opposition had called a 
boycott of the vote, saying 
Morsi must first find some 
political consensus and 
ease the wave of popular 
anger. Whether or not the 
opposition boycotts, the 


Islamists would likely win a 
parliamentary majority. 

The new court ruling is un¬ 
likely to defuse the tension, 
bringing the dispute into 
the judiciary, which has 
repeatedly been used by 


the 35-nation International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
board. By contrast, the 
comments Wednesday 
to the same meeting by 
Macmanus were unusually 
hard edged, suggesting 
they were meant to signal 
that pressure on Iran over 
its nuclear activities would 
not diminish. 

Without having to pay 
heed to Russia and China 
— countries in the six-pow¬ 
er group that are tradi¬ 
tionally softer on Iran than 
Washington — Macmanus 
concentrated on express¬ 
ing the U.S. view of Iran’s 
alleged failure to meet its 
international obligations 
and diminish concerns that 
it wants nuclear weapons. 
Iran denies any such aspi- 


the various sides in Egypt's 
political battles. 

The Cairo administrative 
court ruled that the Islamist- 
dominated parliament 
had improperly pushed 
through a law organizing 
the elections without al¬ 
lowing the Supreme Con¬ 
stitutional Court to review 
it to ensure it conforms with 
the constitution. The court 
ordered the law referred 
to the constitutional court 
and the election suspend¬ 
ed in the meantime. The 
court annulled a decree 
by Morsi calling the elec¬ 
tion. 

Morsi’s opponents quickly 
pointed to the ruling as fur¬ 
ther proof of their accusa¬ 
tions that Morsi and his rul¬ 
ing Muslim Brotherhood are 
mismanaging the country, 
trying to dominate power 
without reaching consen¬ 
sus with others or abiding 
by the law. 

“The mess continues cour¬ 
tesy of epic failure of gov¬ 
ernance,” prominent op¬ 
position figure Mohamed 
ElBaradei said in a Tweet. □ 


rations. But it hid its enrich¬ 
ment program for years 
and is rapidly expanding it, 
prompting suspicions that 
it was less interested in us¬ 
ing it to make reactor fuel 
and more in its other use — 
producing fissile warhead 
material. 

The IAEA also suspects that 
Tehran worked secretly on 
nuclear weapons, basing 
its assessment mostly on 
intelligence from the U.S., 
Israel and West European 
nations. Tehran says the 
intelligence is faked and 
refuses to allow the IAEA to 
resume a probe of the alle¬ 
gations until details of how 
that should proceed are 
worked out — a stipulation 
the West dismisses as a de¬ 
laying tacticO 


US accuses Iran of ‘deception and delay’ 



Two Egyptian police officers wear masks as they stand guard 
during clashes with protesters, not seen, near the state security 
building in Port Said, Egypt, Wednesday, March 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Khalil Hamra) 
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A day of tears after Chavez death 


PAUL HAVEN 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— By the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, Hugo Chavez's tear¬ 
ful supporters carried their 
dead president through 
streets still plastered with 
his smiling image, an epic 
farewell to a larger-than- 
life leader remembered 
simply as “our command¬ 
er.” In a display of raw, 
and at times, unruly emo¬ 
tion, generations of Ven¬ 
ezuelans, many dressed 
in the red of Chavez's so¬ 
cialist party, filled Cara¬ 
cas’ streets Wednesday to 
remember the man who 
dominated their country 
for 14 years before suc¬ 
cumbing to cancer. 
Chavez’s flag-draped cof¬ 
fin floated over hundreds 
of thousands of supporters 
as it made its way atop an 
open hearse on a seven- 
hour journey to a military 
academy in the capital, 
where it will lie in state. 
Mourners, many of them 
weeping, lined the streets 
or walked with the casket, 
which followed the lead of 
a grim drum major dressed 
in Chavez’s trademark red. 
Mourners shouted out 
“nuestro comandante” — 
“our commander,” in Eng¬ 
lish — as the coffin passed. 
But even amid the mass 
outpouring of grief, ques¬ 
tions about the country’s 
future could not be put off 
for long, with worries ampli¬ 
fied by the government’s 
lack of regard for the let¬ 
ter of the constitution, and 
the military’s eagerness to 
choose political sides. 

Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro, the late presi¬ 
dent's hand-picked suc¬ 
cessor, and Bolivian Presi¬ 
dent Evo Morales, one 
of his staunchest allies, 
mingled with the crowd, 
at one point falling to the 
ground in the jostle of bod¬ 
ies pushing in every direc¬ 
tion. Military officers and 
Cabinet members ringed 
the president's coffin, 
stone-faced with grief. 
Other mourners pumped 
their fists and held aloft im¬ 
ages of the late president, 
amid countless waving yel¬ 
low, blue and red Venezu¬ 
elan flags. 


“The fight goes on! Chavez 
lives!” the mourners shout¬ 
ed in unison, many through 
eyes red from crying late 
into the night. Chavez’s 
bereaved mother, Elena 
Frias de Chavez, leaned 
against her son’s casket, 
while a priest read a prayer 


before the procession left 
the military hospital where 
Chavez died Tuesday at 
age 58. His funeral is sched¬ 
uled for Friday. 

“I feel so much pain. So 
much pain,” said Yamile 
Gil, a 38-year-old house¬ 
wife. “We never wanted to 
see our president like this. 
We will always love him." 
Others who bitterly op¬ 
posed Chavez’s take-no- 
prisoners brand of social¬ 
ism said they were sorry 
about his death, but hope¬ 
ful it would usher in a less 
confrontational, more 
business-friendly era in this 
major oil-producing coun¬ 
try. Under his leadership, 
the state expropriated key 
industries, raised taxes on 
the rich and forced many 
opponents into exile. 


“I am not happy that he 
has died, but I can’t be sad 
either,” said Delia Ramirez, 
a 32-year-old accountant 
who stayed away from 
the procession. “This man 
sowed hatred and division 
among Venezuelans." 

Even as Chavistas said 


their goodbyes, a sense 
of foreboding gripped the 
country as it awaited word 
on what might come next. 
Many Venezuelans, fear¬ 
ful of possible violence, 
stocked up on food and 
fuel as the country pon¬ 
dered whether the former 
paratrooper's socialist 
agenda would survive him, 
and for how long. 

The 1999 constitution that 
Chavez himself pushed 
through mandates that 
elections be called within 
30 days, but Chavez’s top 
lieutenants have not al¬ 
ways stuck to the letter of 
the law. The charter clearly 
states that the speaker of 
the National Assembly, in 
this case Diosdado Ca- 
bello, should become in¬ 
terim president if a head 


of stafe is forced fo leave 
office wifhin fhree years of 
his election. Chavez was 
re-elected only in October. 
But Chavez anointed 
Maduro for that role, and 
the vice president has as¬ 
sumed the mantle even 
as the government an¬ 
nounced he would repre¬ 
sent the ruling socialist par¬ 
ty in the presidential vote. 
Some took to Twitter to 
denounce the move, cit¬ 
ing Article 233 of fhe con¬ 
stitution, which establishes 
Cabello as the rightful 
president. The military also 
appears to be showing 
firm support for Maduro, 
despite a constitutional 
mandate that it play no 
role in politics. In a late- 
night tweet, Venezuelan 
state television said De¬ 
fense Minister Adm. Diego 
Molero had pledged mili¬ 
tary support for Maduro’s 
candidacy against likely 
opposition candidate Hen- 
rique Capriles, raising con¬ 
cern among critics about 
the fairness of the vote. 
Capriles, the 40-year-old 
governor of Miranda state 
who lost to Chavez in Oc¬ 
tober, was conciliatory in a 
televised address Tuesday. 
“This is not the moment to 
highlight what separates 
us,” Capriles said. “This is 
not the hour for differenc¬ 
es; it is the hour for union, it 
is the hour for peace." 
Other opposition leaders 
were more critical of the 
military stance. “When 
all Venezuela wants unity 
and peace, and a climate 
of respect between Ven¬ 
ezuelans predominates, 
they're contrasted by 
what’s unacceptable, the 
declarations of the minister 
of defense, that are, be¬ 
sides false, unconstitution¬ 
al," said Ramon Guillermo 
Aveledo, executive secre¬ 
tary of the opposition co¬ 
alition. If elected, Maduro 
would still face a stiff chal¬ 
lenge replacing the ultra- 
charismatic Chavez, who 
parlayed a folksy national¬ 
ism and stiff resolve into a 
virtual one-man govern¬ 
ment, maintaining support 
among the poor despite 
food shortages, rampant 
crime and inflation topping 
20 percent. □ 



Bahamas probe 
deaths of two 
men in custody 


JEFF TODD 
Associated Press 
NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) 

— Authorities in the Baha¬ 
mas are investigating the 
deaths of two men being 
held in police custody and 
have suspended six offi¬ 
cers, police said Wednes¬ 
day. 

Pathologists found that 
Aaron Rolle, 20, died from 
hemorrhaging and a rup¬ 
tured intestine caused 
by blunt force trauma to 
the chest. Rolle had been 
arrested on charges of 
breaking info a home and 
died Feb. 9 af a police sta¬ 
tion. 

Pathologists determined 
that Jamie Smith, 35, died 
from asphyxiation the day 
before at a different police 
station. Smith had been 
arrested on charges of af- 
tempfed armed robbery. 
The deaths have angered 
many Bahamians, and 
dozens of protesters gath¬ 
ered Wednesday outside 
Parliament in the capital of 
Nassau to demand action 
amid accusations of police 
brutality. 

Among them was Earla 
Dorch-Smith, Jamie Smith’s 
mother. 

“He walked in there a 
healthy person. He has 
never had any problems 
with breathing,” she said. 
“He should not die like that, 
and I won’t allow his death 
to be in vain.” 

Police Commissioner Ellison 
Greenslade has not issued 
a statement and did not 
return requests for com¬ 
ment. 

Anthony Ferguson, assis¬ 
tant police commissioner, 
also declined comment. “I 
don’t know what the com¬ 
mission will do,” he said. “At 
this point, I can say nothing 
further.” 

The human rights group 
Family of All Murder Vic¬ 
tims helped organize the 
protest outside Parliament, 
with demonstrators holding 
signs and screaming slo¬ 
gans as politicians entered 
a session at the House of 
Assembly. 

“These families want the 
truth,” said Khansi Gibson, 
the group's directorO 



Venezuela’s Vice President Nicolas Maduro raises his fist next 
to Bolivia’s President Evo Morales as they walk along the coffin 
containing the remains of President Hugo Chavez in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Wednesday, March 6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 
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Women’s Day celebrated every day at Caribbean Queen 



ORANJESTAD - The world 
will be observing Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day on 
March 8th, however here in 
Aruba Women’s Day is ac¬ 
knowledged every day at 
Caribbean Queen, a styl¬ 
ish fashion and accessory 
store at the Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall. 

In honor of the important 
day, the Minister of Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs, Social Affairs 
and Culture who is a wom¬ 
an and a mother herself, 
invited hundreds of local 
women to participate in a 
free-of-charge conference 
under the slogan Strong 
Leadership, Strong Women, 
Strong World. 

Empowering women is ex¬ 
actly what managing di¬ 
rector Jodi Tobman had in 
mind when she opened Ca¬ 
ribbean Queen at the end 
of 2011, adding that jewel 
of a store to her already 
well-established chain of 


Salamander Group shops. 
Jodi has been living on the 
island for many years and 
observed first-hand the 
rampant creativity of the 
women of Aruba, as ev¬ 
ery Carnaval season, the 
sewing machines and glue 
guns come out and a cre¬ 
ative frenzy ensues wherein 
color, texture, and whimsy 
are uniquely combined, re¬ 
sulting in impressive head¬ 
dresses and stunning cos¬ 
tumes. She also observed 
that throughout the year, 
talented local artists make 
jewelry and other goods, 
selling them at weekend 
craft markets or giving 
them away as gifts to fam¬ 
ily and friends.As she was 
eager to support these ar¬ 
tistic endeavors and foster 
entrepreneurial spirit, Jodi 
decided to feature the 
handcrafted work of local 
female artists at her store. 
Each month, a new “Carib¬ 


bean Queen” is crowned, 
her work showcased and 
appreciated. 

To date Caribbean Queen 
has displayed and pro¬ 
moted recycled copper 
and sea-glass jewelry by 
Belinda de Veer, hand 
blown glass jewelry ensem¬ 
bles by Anita Otilia Hugen, 
eclectic mosaic pieces by 
Omaira Silva, hand-blown 
glass ornaments and jew¬ 
elry by Marijan Abath, silk- 
screen prints on canvas 
by Eliza Lejuez Peters, ce¬ 
ramic jewelry and minia¬ 
ture sculptures by Elizabeth 
van Brede, rope-stringed 
beads and baubles by 
Daphne Agius Cesareo- 
Lejuez, sterling silver and 
semi-precious stone jewelry 
by Candy Rasmijn-Reino, 
twisted colored wire piec¬ 
es by Massiel Genser, or¬ 
nate handbags by Marcia 
Solognier, photography by 
Annemiek van Vliet, hand¬ 
made fashion earrings 
and bracelets by Anchie 
Malmberg, leather, wire, 
glass, gems and precious 
metal pieces by Omaira 
Toro, stringed glass beads 
by Gabriela Gonzalez, and 
upcycled rubber belts and 
purses by Carina Molina. 
And the Caribbean Queen 
program goes on to con¬ 
tinuously feature a new 
artisan each month in ad¬ 
dition to making quarterly 
donations, under the Tik- 


kun Olam program, to ar¬ 
tistic development here. 
Tikkun Olam, the repair of 
the world, is a Salamander 
Group core value, and the 
store designates a percent¬ 
age of all sales to local not- 
for-profit foundations dedi¬ 
cated to artistic endeavors. 
Visit the store at the Ca¬ 
ribbean Palm Beach Mall. 


We’re confident that the 
accessories created by our 
honored queens will not 
only delight you, but will 
also inspire you and per¬ 
haps also inspire other fel¬ 
low “daughters of the Aru¬ 
ban soil" to explore their 
own artistic talents.Happy 
International Women’s 
Day! In Women We TrustO 



Mediator assists meeting held between AAA and STA 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Air¬ 
port Authority N.V. (AAA) 
held a meeting with labor 
union STA in the presence 
of mediator of Aruba Mr. 
Anselmo Pontilius regarding 
the procedures for Shift 
Change. 

It was a good meeting, 
and at the end only 2 issues 
were still pending. AAA as 
employer defines the shift 
schedules. 

To accomodate and faci¬ 
litate the shift workers AAA 
allows under certain con¬ 


ditions that the employees 
can change shifts amongst 
each other. 

These conditions were al¬ 
ready introduced in 2002. 
AAA has recently evalu¬ 
ated the practice of shift 
changing and the 2002 
conditions and last week 
decided to broaden the 
rules. 

According to STA, its mem¬ 
bers do not agree with 2 of 
the new conditions: (1) It’s 
only allowed to change 3 
shifts per month instead of 


unlimited shift changes and 
(2) it’s allowed to change 
shifts with another shift and 
not with an off day. 

These 2 issues are still pen¬ 
ding for discussion in the 
next meeting that will be 
held next week Tuesday 
March 12, 2013. 

Before this meeting, STA will 
reunite with its members to 
discuss what was agreed 
on during the meeting and 
also come up with suggesti¬ 
ons to discuss with AAA in 
next week's meeting. 


AAA is open to re-evaluate 
issue #1 which regards the 
amount of shift changes 
allowed, but for issue #2 
there isn't much space for 
discussion. It's the manage¬ 
ment’s opinion that shift 
changing is for the chan¬ 
ging of shifts, that means 
that you change one shift 
for another one. 

In practice of the last years, 
employees have changed 
shifts with a colleague wit¬ 
hout the colleague taking 
over the shift. 


This results in an unwanted 
situation. Regarding the 
limitation of the amount 
of shift changes permitted 
per month, - 3 according 
to the new rule - fact is that 
in practice there are a very 
small amount of employ¬ 
ees that change more than 
3 shifts per month, therefore 
AAA doesn't think that this 
should be a problem for 
shift workers. 

AAA will remain pending 
for the suggestions by STA 
in the next meeting. O 
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Incentive Groups Enjoy Amazonia Hospitality 


Palm Beach - The Gam- 
ber-Johnson group, and 
the Siemens group both 
on corporate motivational 
experiences on the island, 
enjoyed the hospitality of 
Amazonia Churrascaria for 
just one fabulous night. 

The Gamber Johnson 
group members on the is¬ 
land for a Reseller Award 
Trip, staying at the Radis- 
son Aruba Resort Casino 
& Spa hail from the US and 
Canada. 

The SIEMENS group enjoy¬ 
ing their stay on Aruba as 
a reward for stellar perfor¬ 





mances, staying at Westin 
Aruba Resort, hail from the 
USA. 

All guests reported that 
their companies had cho¬ 
sen Aruba for their cor¬ 
porate events because 
they've heard of the 
friendly people, beauti¬ 


ful beaches and delicious 
gourmet food... and now 
that they are here they 
have confirmed it, gracious 
people, great beaches 
and spectacular culinary 
experiences, such as the 
one they have enjoyed at 
Amazonia Churrascaria! □ 
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Ronde van Aruba 2013 is ready to hit the road! 


ORANJESTAD - Everything is 
ready for the 21 st edition of 
the ‘Ronde van Aruba’, the 
preparations are going ac¬ 
cording to plan and satis¬ 
factorily. Until the moment 
we received this informa¬ 
tion, 94 participants were 
inscribed on this event, 
which according to Kor- 
poraal Stolk, one of the 4 
Sport-lnstructeurs in charge 
of the organization, is the 
2nd biggest annual event 
of the Marinierskazerne Sa- 
vaneta, after their well re¬ 
nown Opendag on the 1st 
of May. 

On the Category of Indi¬ 
vidual Runners there are 2 
participants, 3 Duo-Teams, 
and 26 Relay-Teams (4 par¬ 
ticipants). On the Relay- 
Teams there are 3 female 
teams, 2 from Curagao 
(landmatch) and 2 com¬ 
ing from The Netherlands. 

It is important to remark 
that the Ronde van Aru¬ 
ba's distance is 75 kilo¬ 
meter long (46.6 miles). 


those participating in the 
Relay-Teams will divide the 
distance among them 
4 team members. Duo- 
Teams among them 2, 


and Individual participants 
must complete the total 
distance. 

Regarding the possibility 
of having disabled partici¬ 
pants, Mr. Stolk says that 
according to his knowl¬ 
edge, there has been no 


disabled participants on 
prior editions of the Ronde 
van Aruba. He empha¬ 
sized however, that dis¬ 
abled participants are also 


welcome to participate, 
regardless if they use a 
prosthesis; which is a differ¬ 
ent story in the case of a 
participant pushing a dis¬ 
abled person on a stroller, 
for the grade of difficulty of 
the race. 


Also, the minimum age to 
participate is 15, and in¬ 
scriptions for the Ronde 
van Aruba 2013 are closed 
now, but you can start 
practicing from now to 
compete on the RvA 2014! 
The Ronde van Aruba starts 
Friday 8th of March at the 
Marinierskazerne Savane- 
ta at 11:00 PM; the official 
opening will be in charge 
of the Minister of Health 
and Sports Dr Richard Viss- 
er, and the race duration 
is programmed to be 9 
hours. 

Route: Starts at Savaneta 
and there will be 7 posts: 
Boca Grandi, Ayo, Alto Vis¬ 
ta, Malmok, APA Building, 
Parkietenbos (ARUGAS), 
and back to Marinierska¬ 
zerne Savaneta where 
there will have some ame¬ 
nities available such as 
water, EHBO, massage, y 
snacks for the participants. 
The route will be escorted 
by the Police body, and 


there will be Red Cross per¬ 
sonnel and an Ambulance 
ready, to guarantee imme¬ 
diate attention in case it 
should be needed. 

2 dj’s will cheer up the run¬ 
ners at the arrival (Saturday 
morning) between 06:00 
AM and 09:00 AM, one at 
the finish and the other one 
at the gate of the Marinier¬ 
skazerne Savaneta. Family 
and friends are welcome 
to cheer up the runnersO 






The Shops 


at Alhambra Casino 


Dining 

• Baskin-Robbins 

• Dunkin Donuts 


Ginger ~ 

Asian Flavors 

Juan Valdez Cafe 

P7 I 

Little Caesars 


e 


THURSDAY! 


$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 

/ 




Additional 0^W® in our Monthly Early Bird 

Drawing when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Tr * 

i 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Stellar s Casino Appoints Two Management Positions 



Henk Reeberg (Casino Slots Operations Manager) Robert Guidice (Casino General Manager) 

and Elvis Gomez (Casino Cage Manager). 


- Henk Reeberg Casino 
Slots Operations Manager 
and Elvis Gomez Casino 
Cage Manager 

PALM BEACH, ARUBA 
(March 3, 2013) - The Aru¬ 
ba Marriott Resort & Stel- 
laris Casino proudly an¬ 
nounces the promotions 
of Henk Reeberg to Casino 
Slots Operations Manager 
and Elvis Gomez to Casino 
Cage Manager at the Stel- 
laris Casino. 

In his new position Henk will 
be in charge of the overall 
operations of the Casino 
Slots department, ensur¬ 
ing the corporate compli¬ 
ance and local gaming 
regulations, monitoring 
performance of the Slots 
department and the daily 
operations of his team. El¬ 
vis will oversee all the daily 
operations of the Casino 
Cage department, main¬ 
taining and controlling all 
cage handlings and inven¬ 
tories of the casino. 

Henk started his career 
with the Stellaris Casino in 


August of 2006 as a Casino 
Income Auditor, a posi¬ 
tion he held for over three 
years. In February of 2010, 
he was promoted to the 
Casino Accounting Super¬ 
visor. 

After one year Henk 
switched over to the Ca¬ 
sino Slots department, 
where he was appointed 
to the position of Assistant 
Manager of the Casino Slot 
Operations, overseeing the 
Casino Slots department 
and achieved impressive 
results with his team for the 
casino. Henk was nominat¬ 
ed Manager of the Quar¬ 
ter in 2012. 

Elvis began his Marriott ca¬ 
reer in Accounting as an 
Accounts Payable Clerk on 
February 24, 2009. In March 
of 2012 he joined the Food 
and Beverage team and 
was promoted to Food 
and Beverage Storeroom 
Supervisor, where he suc¬ 
ceeded to achieve an 
admirable level of zero 
variance in the receiv¬ 
ing process and daily op¬ 


erations. Since September 
2012, Elvis has played a key 
role at the food storeroom 
overseeing the purchasing 
process as well as playing 
an active leadership role 


during the food storeroom 
renovation. Elvis was rec¬ 
ognized as Marriott's Asso¬ 
ciate of the Year 2011 and 
won the Shoco Award for 
Supervisor of the Year 2012. 


The Aruba Marriott Resort 
& Stellaris Casino congrat¬ 
ulates Henk and Elvis and 
wishes them the best of 
luck as they take on their 
new responsibilities. Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 


































Rory Mcllroy, of Northern 
Ireland, tees off at the eighth 
hole during practice at the 
Cadillac Golf Championship, 
in Doral, Fla., Wednesday 
March 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 

Attention 
now follows 
Mcllroy to 
the course 

DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

DORAL, Florida (AP) — As 

if quitting in the middle of 
a golf tournament didn’t 
bring Rory Mcllroy enough 
attention, it might not let 
up on the golf course. 
Mcllroy has been going 
through damage control 
the last five days after his 
abrupt departure when 
he was 7-over par through 
eight holes and decided 
to call it quits at the Hon¬ 
da Classic. After an apol¬ 
ogy to Sportslllustrated, 
he faced the media on 
Wednesday and took all 
the blame. 

“I actually think in the long 
run, Friday will be a bless¬ 
ing in disguise,” he said, 
referring to the day he 
withdrew last week. “It was 
like it just sort of released 
a valve, and all that pres¬ 
sure that I’ve been putting 
on myself just went away. 
And I was like, ‘Just go out 
and have fun. It's not life or 
death out there. 


Continued on page 18 



regulation less in month 
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New York Islanders left wing Matt Martin (17) celebrates scoring 
a goal as Montreal Canadiens goalie Carey Price (31) kneels 
at the goal in the second period of an NHL hockey game at the 
Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale, N.Y., Tuesday, March 5, 2013. 
The Islanders won 6-3. 

Associated Press 
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Kuznetsova wins opener at Indian Wells 



Svetlana Kuznetsova, of Russia, returns a shot to Andrea Hlavackova, of the Czech Republic, 
at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, March 6, 2013, in Indian Wells, Calif. 

Associated Press 


INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Svetlana Kuznetso¬ 
va, making a comeback 
after six months on the side¬ 
lines due to a right knee 
injury, took another step 
forward Wednesday with a 
6-3, 6-1 victory over Andrea 
Hlavackova in the opening 
round of the BNP Paribas 
Open tennis tournament at 
the Indian Wells Tennis Gar¬ 
den. 

Kuznetsova, twice a Grand 
Slam champion and two 
times a runner-up in this $10 
million event, did not play 
following Wimbledon last 
season due to the injury and 
the former world No. 2 was 
ranked No. 85 on January 
6. She is No. 46 now thanks 
in large part to quarterfinal 
showings at Sydney, Aus¬ 
tralia, and in the Australian 
Open and can continue 
her climb with a win over 
No. 18 Jelena Jankovic in 
the second round. 

In contrast to Kuznetsova, 
opening day wasn’t a 
good day for the Ameri¬ 


cans. Mallory Burdette, a 
22-year-old qualifier from 
Macon, Ga., was the only 
one of the quartet in ac¬ 


tion early Wednesday to 
advance to the second 
round, and she did it by 
beating another American, 


38-year-old Jill Craybas, 
6-3, 6-1. 

Vania King, 24, started well 
by winning a first-set tie¬ 


breaker from Silvia Soler- 
Espinosa of Spain, but the 
Spanish Olympian rolled 
through the next two sets 
for a 6-7 (7), 6-2, 6-1 win. 
Lauren Davis, a 19-year- 
old Floridian, was a 6-2, 6-0 
loser to 21-year-old Simona 
Halep of Romania. 

Ksenia Pervak of Kazakh¬ 
stan, No. 93, sprang the first 
upset of the tournament by 
toppling Nol. 42 Zheng Jie 
of China, 6-1, 6-2. Johanna 
Larson of Sweden, Chanelle 
Scheepers of South Africa 
and Olga Govortsova of 
Belarus were other first day 
winners. 

The women’s first round 
continues and the men’s 
first round gets underway 
Thursday. All 32 seeded 
players in both the men’s 
and women's fields have 
opening round byes. 
Victoria Azarenka and No¬ 
vak Djokovic are the reign¬ 
ing champions. Djokovic, 
a perfect 12-0 this year, is 
seeking his third straight In¬ 
dian Wells title.Q 



Rory Mcllroy, of Northern Ireland, tees off at the eighth hole dur¬ 
ing practice at the Cadillac Golf Championship, in Dora/, Fla., 
Wednesday March 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Mcllroy 

Continued from page 17 


It’s only a game.' 

“I had sort of forgotten that 
this year.” 

The world’s No. 1 player 
won’t be able to escape 
the spotlight when the Ca¬ 
dillac Championship gets 
under way on Thursday at 
Doral. 

This World Golf Champion¬ 
ship tends to group the top 
players in the world rank¬ 
ing, meaning Mcllroy gets 
to spend the opening two 
rounds with Tiger Woods 
and Luke Donald. And 
while Mcllroy’s behavior 
was questioned last week, 
it’s his game that has been 
the most curious. 

He played with Woods 
when both made their 
2013 debut in Abu Dha¬ 
bi, and the 23-year-old 
from Northern Ireland had 
rounds of 75-75 to miss the 
cut. Woods also missed the 
cut that week because of 
a two-shot penalty, though 
he flew halfway around the 
world the following week 
and won at Torrey Pines for 
his 75th career win. 

Mcllroy had a sloppy per¬ 


formance on Dove Moun¬ 
tain and lost in the first 
round of the Match Play 
Championship, and then 
made it through only 26 
holes at PGA National. He 
lost track of the hours he 
put in at The Bear's Club 
over the weekend, hope¬ 
ful that he can sort out the 
problems in his swing. 

His expectations for the 
week? 

“Just work on my swing," 
he said as he walked out 
the door after his press 
conference. “Try to get my 
swing back.” 

Woods is coming off a me¬ 
diocre performance in the 
Honda Classic, failing to 
break par in any of the four 
rounds on his way to a tie 
for 37th. He is a three-time 
winner at Doral and had 
never finished out of the 
top 10 until he withdrew 
after 11 holes last year with 
tightness in his left Achilles 
tendon. 

Woods can appreciate 
the scrutiny Mcllroy faces. 
He also had some sound 
advice. 

Keep going. 

“We play week after 
week," Woods said after 


nine holes of practice on 
the Blue Monster. “Once 
one week ends, you have 
to move on the next one. 
And we're on a different 
venue and different golf 
course. For me over the 


years, I’ve just put it aside 
and moved on, whether it 
was good or bad, whether 
I won the tournament or 
missed the cut, whatever 
it may be. You move on 
and get ready for the next 


event.” 

With each week, the Mas¬ 
ters gets closer. 

Only a dozen players in the 
65-man field at Doral are 
not yet in the Masters, so 
it's an important week for 
the likes of Geoff Ogilvy, 
Fredrik Jacobson, Richard 
Sterne and Charles Howell 
III, all of whom are trying to 
establish themselves in the 
top 50 when the final cut¬ 
off arrives at the end of the 
month. 

And for Mcllroy, it’s a mat¬ 
ter of sorting out his game. 
He described his swing 
change as trying to put it 
back the way it was last 
summer, when he went on 
a tear at the end of the 
year by winning the PGA 
Championship for his sec¬ 
ond major, two FedEx Cup 
playoff events and the 
season finale in Dubai to 
capture the money title on 
the two biggest tours. 

He is getting close. 

“We found it,” he said. “It’s 
just a matter of getting 
comfortable with it. When 
I take the club away and 
try to put it in the right po¬ 
sition, it feels very alien to 
me right now. □ 
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Love of sport, not money, draws Iditarod mushers 



Musher Anna Berington negotiates a steep drop off in the trail 
after departing the Finger Lake checkpoint in Alaska during 
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race on Monday, Mar. 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL D'ORO 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— No one who races sled 
dogs is going to get filthy 
rich any time soon, even 
if they win Alaska’s 1,000- 
mile (1,600-kilometer) Idi¬ 
tarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 
The prize for winning 
the sport’s premier race 
is only $50,400 and a new 
2013 Dodge Ram pickup 
truck. That doesn't even 
cover the annual dog food 
bill for many competitive 
mushers, who keep dozens 
of dogs in professional ken¬ 
nels geared to breed the 
sturdiest, fastest runners. 
Many mushers rely on spon¬ 
sors, part-time work and 
prizes from smaller races. 
Others work in seasonal 
jobs in tourism, construc¬ 
tion and commercial fish¬ 
ing. They skimp on luxuries 

— one couple even hunts 
moose to keep food on 
the table. 

It’s all to maintain a passion 
that is being played out this 
week in the Iditarod, which 
kicked off with a ceremo¬ 
nial start in Anchorage on 
Saturday. The competitive 
portion of the race started 
Sunday in Willow 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) to the north. 
“I’ve got a hundred sled 
dogs. Each dog eats well 
over $1,000 worth of food 
every year,” said defend¬ 


ing champion Dallas 
Seavey, who was in 11th 
place Wednesday. “The 
$50,000 cash prize covers 
half my food bill for the 
year, and that's when you 
win the biggest race in 
the sport.” 

Mushers can pick up a lit¬ 
tle cash along the way to 
the finish line in the frontier 
town of Nome on Alaska’s 
wind-scoured western 
coast. 

They are rewarded for be¬ 
ing the first to reach cer¬ 
tain villages dotting the 
trail — including $3,000 
in gold nuggets for be¬ 
ing the first to arrive at the 
halfway checkpoint at the 
ghost town of Iditarod. Ear¬ 
lier in the race, a $500 air 
travel credit goes to the 
first musher to arrive at Mc¬ 
Grath. That honor went to 
veteran musher Aaron Bur- 
meister, who pulled into 
McGrath at 6:29 p.m. and 
left three minutes later. 
Burmeister, of Nome, was 
in sixth place Wednesday 
as he took his mandatory 
24-hour rest at the next 
checkpoint in the village of 
Takotna. 

In the lead was four-time 
champion Lance Mack¬ 
ey, who blew out of Ophir 
23 miles (37 kilometers) 
past Takotna at 5:45 a.m. 
Wednesday to begin the 
80-mile (129-kilometer) run 


to the next checkpoint at 
the ghost town of Iditarod. 
Mackey has not yet taken 
his 24-hour layover. 

Before the race, Mackey 
said he has two major 
sponsors, one for dog food 
and another for clothing. 
The Fairbanks musher gets 
kibble and clothing from 
them. But he has to scrape 
by for the money he needs 
to maintain his 80-dog ken¬ 


nel and pay his dog han¬ 
dlers. 

To do it right takes him at 
least $5,000 a month, he 
said. He hasn’t won the Idi¬ 
tarod since 2010, and has 
seen the number of spon¬ 
sors drop off. His dogs used 
to command high prices 
when he sold them. Now 
he can’t give them away, 
he said. 

Mackey, who also has won 


the 1,000-mile (1,600-kilo- 
meter) Yukon Quest Inter¬ 
national Sled Dog Race 
four times, is doing what 
he loves, but doesn’t ex¬ 
pect to ever acquire great 
wealth from it. No one 
does. 

“There's people like myself 
that try to make a living off 
of racing dogs,” Mackey 
said. “I’ve been as suc¬ 
cessful as anybody, and 
I’m still as broke as ever.” 
Veteran musher Aliy Zirkle, 
who placed second in the 
Iditarod last year, shares 
adult racing dogs with her 
husband, Allen Moore, 
who won the Yukon Quest 
in February. Both are run¬ 
ning in the Iditarod. Zirkle, 
who was in seventh place 
Wednesday, chose the top 
16 dogs for her team while 
Moore is running a second 
team, more for the training 
of the dogs than to com¬ 
pete. 

Their dogs get robust sup¬ 
port from corporate and 
individual sponsors. Zirkle 
and Moore also strive to 
live debt-free. They built 
their own home in the in¬ 
terior Alaska community of 
Two Rivers. To keep food 
on the table, they hunt for 
moose each fall and have 
a garden in the summer. 
“We are not broke," Zirkle 
said. “But we don’t live 
high on the hog.”0 


Talansky wins 3rd stage 
of Paris-Nice in sprint 


BRIOUDE, France (AP) — 

American cyclist Andrew 
Talansky held off six riders 
in a sprint finish to win the 
third stage of the Paris-Nice 
race Wednesday and take 
the race leader’s yellow 
jersey. 

The small breakaway 
group attacked late and 
the Garmin-Sharp rider 
finished a bike’s length 
ahead of Davide Malac- 
arne of France, with Gorka 
Izaguirre of Spain in third. 

All three had the same 
time of 4 hours, 6 minutes, 
15 seconds over the undu¬ 
lating 170.5-kilometer (106- 
mile) course from Chatel- 
Guyon to BrioudeO 



Andrew Talansky of the U.S. wins the third leg of the Paris-Nice 
cycling race, between Chatel Guyon and Brioude, central 
France, Wednesday, March 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Omega Pharma wins 1st 
stage of Tirreno- 
Adriatico 

DONORATICO, Italy (AP) — Mark Cavendish took the 
early lead of the Tirreno-Adriatico after his Omega 
Pharma-QuickStep won the team time trial on a rainy 
opening day on Wednesday. 

Omega Pharma-QuickStep finished the 16.9-kilometer 
stage in 19 minutes, 24 seconds, beating Movistar by 
11 seconds. Cadel Evans' BMC Racing team was third, 
16 seconds behind. 

Cavendish will wear the blue jersey for crossing the line 
first, ahead of teammates Tony Martin, Michal Kwiat- 
kowski, Zdenek Stybar and Niki Terpstra. 

“One name is a huge reason why we did so well today: 
Tony Martin,” Cavendish said. “He did the majority of 
the work, but the guys today, all of them, were just 
incredible. ... It was actually quite relaxing. Everyone 
knew what they had to do.” 

Thursday’s stage is a 232-kilometer flat route from San 
Vincenzo to Indicatore. 

The race ends on Tuesday with an individual time trial 
in San Benedetto del Tronto. □ 
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Cuba’s leftfielder Alfredo Despaigne hits a three-run homer off 
Japan’s pitcher Takeru Imamura in the eighth inning of their 
World Baseball Classic first round game in Fukuoka, Japan, 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013. 

Associated Press 


World Baseball Classic 
Cuba beats Japan 6-3 


FUKUOKA, Japan (AP) — 

Alfredo Despaigne hit a 
three-run homer in the 
eighth inning as Cuba beat 
two-time defending cham¬ 
pion Japan 6-3 Wednes¬ 
day to finish first in Group A 
of the World Baseball Clas¬ 
sic. 

Despaigne's home run off 
reliever Takeru Imamura 
at Fukuoka Dome put the 
game out of reach and 
allowed Cuba to improve 
to 3-0 and set up a sec¬ 
ond-round showdown with 
Group B runner-up Nether¬ 
lands on Friday. 

“This is very satisfying," De¬ 
spaigne said. “This is an 
important win over Japan 
that was made possible 
by making an effort every 
day. Japan is the two-time 
champion and you have 
to prepare very well to play 
against Japan.” 

Yasmany Tomas hit a solo 
homer to left in the bottom 
of the third to give Cuba a 
1 -0 lead. Frederich Cepeda 
doubled in another run in 
the fourth and Jose Abreu 
made it 3-0 on a single to 
left in the sixth that scored 
Luis Rivera from third. 
Japan, which scored three 


runs in the ninth, will face 
Group B winner Taiwan in 
the second round at Tokyo 
Dome. 

Japan continues to strug¬ 
gle for offense without its 
top players from Major 
League Baseball. The three 
runs in the ninth were more 
a result of poor pitching by 
Cuba’s relievers, who is¬ 
sued three walks in the final 
inning. 

“We are only looking for¬ 
ward to the next round,” 
Japan manager Koji 
Yamamoto said. “Although 
some of our players are not 
hitting, our pitchers are do¬ 
ing very well." 

Cuba, which routed China 
12-0 on Monday, contin¬ 
ued to display the type 
of offensive power that 
makes the 2006 runner-up 
a title contender this year. 
The win was Cuba’s first in 
four WBC games against 
Japan. 

Cuba starter Wilber Perez 
picked up the win after 
holding Japan scoreless 
over three innings. Japan 
starter Kenji Otonari gave 
up one run on two hits in 
three innings to take the 
lossO 



Blackhawks extend points 
streak with win over Wild 



New York Rangers' Marc Staal (18) reacts after being hit by a puck during the third period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday, March 5, 2013, in New York. Rang¬ 
ers goalie Henrik Lundqvist, of Sweden, watches. The Rangers won the game 4-2. 

Associated Press 


CHICAGO (AP) — The Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks set a 
franchise record with their 
10th consecutive victory 
and extended their points 
streak to 29 games with a 
5-3 win against the Minne¬ 
sota Wild on Tuesday night. 
NHL Capsules Bryan Bickell 
scored twice in the first pe¬ 
riod and Patrick Kane add¬ 
ed a big goal in the third as 
Chicago (20-0-3) remained 
the only team in the NHL 
without a regulation loss. 
It also snapped a tie with 
the 1977-78 Montreal Ca- 
nadiens for the second-lon¬ 
gest points streak in league 
history. 

Ryan Suter scored his first 
goal with Minnesota, send¬ 
ing a power-play slap shot 
past a screened Corey 
Crawford in the third pe¬ 
riod. Kyle Brodziak then 
poked his own rebound to 
get the Wild within one at 
10:32. But Kane beat Darcy 
Kuemper just 61 seconds 
later. 

Brandon Saad had a goal 
and two assists for the 
Blackhawks, who host the 
Colorado Avalanche on 
Wednesday night. 

CAPITALS 4, BRUINS 3, 
OT 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Eric 
Fehr scored 37 seconds into 
overtime, and the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals rallied from 
a three-goal, first-period 


deficit to beat the Boston 
Bruins. 

Pinched by two defenders, 
Fehr was falling forward as 
he got off the shot that hit 
the upper right post and 
went in, giving the Capi¬ 
tals their seventh win in 10 
games as they attempt to 
climb out of the lower ech¬ 
elons of the NHL standings. 
Wojtek Wolski and Mike Ri- 
beiro also scored, and To¬ 
mas Kundratek got his first 
NHL goal for the Bruins. 

A short-handed penalty 
shot by Brad Marchand, 
an even-strength goal by 
Zdeno Chara and a pow¬ 
er-play tally from Dougie 
Hamilton gave Boston a 3-0 
lead in the first period. 
RANGERS 4, FLYERS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rick 
Nash snapped a third-peri¬ 
od tie and then added an 
insurance goal as the New 
York Rangers held on to 
beat the Philadelphia Flyers 
for their third win in a row. 
Nash fired a shot that 
sneaked under the right 
arm of goalie Ilya Bryzgalov 
2:50 into the third to give 
New York its second lead of 
the game. He doubled the 
advantage to 4-2 with 8:18 
left. 

Ryan Callahan scored two 
first-period goals and as¬ 
sisted on Nash's second, 
and Henrik Lundqvist made 
23 saves for the Rangers, 


who played without Brad 
Richards. New York lost key 
defenseman Marc Staal 
5:45 into the third when a 
shot by Kimmo Timonen 
from the blue line clipped 
the stick of forward Jake 
Voracek and caromed up 
into Staal's right eye, caus¬ 
ing a cut. Staal, who wasn’t 
wearing a visor, squirmed 
on the ice and held his 
face before skating off. 
Wayne Simmonds and Vo¬ 
racek both scored power- 
play goals in the first period 
for Philadelphia. Bryzgalov 
stopped 16 shots. 
LIGHTNING 5, DEVILS 2 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 
— Nate Thompson scored 
twice and Martin St. Louis 
and rookie Alexander Kil- 
lorn each had a goal and 
an assist as the Tampa Bay 
Lightning snapped a five- 
game losing streak. 

Cory Conacher and Vin¬ 
cent Lecavalier each had 
two assists as the Lightning 
won for only the second 
time in eight games and 
extended the Devils' win¬ 
less streak to six games (0- 
5-1). 

Anders Lindback had 25 
saves for the Lightning, 
surrendering late goals to 
Adam Henrique and Patrik 
Elias. 

Steven Stamkos' 10-game 
point streak ended for Tam¬ 
pa Bay.Q 
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Pierce helps Celtics top slumping 76ers 109-101 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) drives around Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin 
Durant (35) in the first quarter of an NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Tuesday, March 5, 
2013. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Paul Pierce had 18 points 
and 11 rebounds, and 
Avery Bradley scored 22 
points to lead the Boston 
Celtics to a 109-101 win 
over the Philadelphia 76ers 
on Wednesday night. 

NBA Capsules Kevin Gar¬ 
nett scored 18 points to 
help the Celtics continued 
their push up the Eastern 
Conference standings. The 
Celtics entered in seventh, 
but were no more than 
two games behind the 
next three teams ahead in 
the standings. 

Led by Pierce, the Celtics 
controlled the game and 


used a 9-0 run midway 
through the fourth quarter 
to seal the win. Last May, 
these two teams went to 
Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference semifinals. 
On Wednesday, the Sixers 
lost for the ninth time in 10 
games and are well out of 
the playoff race. 

Jrue Holiday had 18 points 
and 10 assists for the Sixers, 
and Thaddeus Young had 
19 points and 10 rebounds. 
Thunder 122, Lakers 105 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Russell Westbrook had 37 
points and 10 rebounds, 
Kevin Durant scored 26 
and the Thunder held off a 
second-half charge. 


The Thunder led from start 
to finish, but had their 
18-point lead whittled 
down to five midway 
through the fourth quarter. 
Serge Ibaka, 

who dodged a suspen¬ 
sion after delivering a low 
blow against Blake Griffin 
in Oklahoma City’s previ¬ 
ous game, hit a 3-pointer 
and Westbrook had a 
two-handed slam as the 
Thunder scored the last 12 
points. 

Kobe Bryant ended up with 
30 points after leaving the 
game with a right elbow 
injury in the first quarter. 
Steve Nash matched his 
season best with 20 points 
as the Lakers fell back be¬ 
low .500 after reaching the 
mark for the first time since 
December. 

Oklahoma City tied an NBA 
record with two turnovers. 
Milwaukee set the record 
in a game against Indiana 
on April 1,2006, and Cleve¬ 
land tied it in an overtime 
game against Portland on 
March 19, 2009. 

Nuggets 120, Kings 113 
SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) - Ty Lawson had 24 
points and Danilo Gallinari 
added 23 for the Nug¬ 



gets as they won their sixth 
straight game. 

The deep and talented 
Nuggets used a 36-point 
third quarter to build a 
lead against the Kings that 
they never relinquished in 
winning their season-best 
third straight road game. 
They scored 70 second- 
half points when they shot 
nearly 64 percent. 

The streaking Nuggets 
have won seven of eight 
games, including 11 in a 


row at home, where they 
own a 26-3 record, which 
ties Miami for the best mark 
in the NBA. 

Kenneth Faried had 19 
points and 12 rebounds, 
Andre Miller scored 16 and 
Kosta Koufos had 15 points 
and eight rebounds for 
Denver. 

Marcus Thornton contin¬ 
ued his torrid scoring of 
late, making five 3-pointers 
and getting in 32 points for 
the KingsO 



THE FIRST THEATER WITH CHILDREN PRICES IN ARUBA 


e NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE USING 
cinema6xpress at caribbeancinemas.com/aruba 



James Franco 


Mila Kunis 


O PwvI^uL 


3D Version With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon - Thurs 4:00 / 5:10 / 6:30 / 8:00 / 9:15 
Fri 4:00/5:10/6:30/8:00/9:15/10:50 
Sat 2:20 / 3:45 / 5:10 / 6:30 / 8:00 / 9:15 /10:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:20 / 3:45 / 5:10 / 6:30 / 8:00 / 9:15 


586-0074 


ENJOY YOUR 
MOVIE WITH 





Oscar Barberan Fiona Glascott 

TAD 

f HE LOSf EXPLORER ^ 

3D Version 

Mon-Thurs 4:25/6:30/8:35 
Fri 4:25/6:30/8:35/10:40 
Sat 2:20/4:25/6:30/8:35/10:40 
Sun & Hoi 2:20/4:25/6:30/8:35 



Bruce Willis Jai Courtney 

A GOOD DAY TO 

DIEHARD 

With Spanish Subtitles ^ 

Mon-Thurs 5:10/7:20/9:35 L " 1 

Fri 5:10/7:20/9:35/11:50 
Sat 3:00/5:10/7:20/9:35/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 3:00/5:10/7:20/9:35 


Jason Bateman 


Melissa McCarthy 


Jessica Chastain Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 


IDENTITY 

THIEF 

Mon-Thurs4:20/6:50/9:20 ® 

Fri 4:20/6:50/9:20/11:50 
Sat 1:50/4:20/6:50/9:20/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 1:50/4:20/6:50/9:20 


MAMA 

Mon-Thurs 4:50/7:10/9:30 l PG ' 13 l 
Fri 4:50/7:10/9:30/11:55 
Sat 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30/11:55 
Sun & Hoi 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30 
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“Mortality index” used to predict life expectancy 


understand the pros and to 64 get 1 point; ages 70 
cons of such things as rig- to 74 get 3 points; and 85 



Dr. Marisa Cruz is the lead author of a study showing that a 12- 
item list of health questions can help predict chances for dying 
within 10 years for patients aged 50 and older. 

(AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) 


LINDSEY TANNER 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Want to 
know your chances of dy¬ 
ing in the next 10 years? 
Here are some bad signs: 
getting winded walking 
several blocks, smoking, 
and having trouble push¬ 
ing a chair across the room. 
That's according to a “mor¬ 
tality index" developed by 
U.S. researchers for people 
older than 50. 

The test scores may satisfy 
people’s morbid curiosity, 
but the researchers say 
their 12-item index is mostly 
for use by doctors. It can 
help them decide whether 
costly health screenings or 
medical procedures are 
worth the risk for patients 
unlikely to live 10 more 
years. 

It’s best to take the test 
with a doctor, who can dis¬ 
cuss what the score means 
in the context of patients’ 
own medical history, the 
study authors say. 

The index “wasn't meant 
as guidance about how 
to alter your lifestyle,” said 
lead author Dr. Marisa Cruz 
of the University of Califor¬ 
nia, San Francisco. 

Instead, doctors can use 
the results to help patients 


orous diabetes treatment, 
colon cancer screening 
and tests for cervical can¬ 
cer. Those may not be safe 
or appropriate for very sick, 
old people likely to die be¬ 
fore cancer ever develops. 
The 12 items on the index 
are assigned points; fewer 
total points means better 
odds. 

— Men automatically get 2 
points. In addition to that, 
men and women ages 60 


or over get 7 points. 

— Two points each: a cur¬ 
rent or previous cancer di¬ 
agnosis, excluding minor 
skin cancers; lung disease 
limiting activity or requir¬ 
ing oxygen; heart failure; 
smoking; difficulty bathing; 
difficulty managing mon¬ 
ey because of health or 
memory problem; difficulty 
walking several blocks. 

— One point each: dia¬ 
betes or high blood sugar; 


difficulty pushing large 
objects, such as a heavy 
chair; being thin or normal 
weight. 

The highest, or worst, score 
is a 26, with a 95 percent 
chance of dying within 10 
years. To get that, you’d 
have to be a man at least 
85 years old with all the 
above conditions. 

For a score of zero, which 
means a 3 percent 
chance of dying within 10 
years, you’d have to be a 
woman younger than 60 
without any of those infirmi¬ 
ties — but at least slightly 
overweight. 

It’s hardly surprising that a 
sick, older person would 
have a much higher 
chance of dying than 
someone younger and 
more vigorous, and it’s well 
known that women gener¬ 
ally live longer than men. 
But why would being over¬ 
weight be less risky than 
being of normal weight or 
slim? 

One possible reason is that 
thinness in older age could 
be a sign of illness, Cruz 
said. 

Other factors could also 
play a role, so the index 
should be seen as provid¬ 
ing clues but not the gos¬ 


pel truth, the research sug¬ 
gests. 

The findings were pub¬ 
lished Tuesday in the Jour¬ 
nal of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. 

Grants from the National 
Institute on Aging and the 
American Federation for 
Aging Research helped 
pay for the study. 

The researchers created 
the index by analyzing 
data on almost 20,000 
Americans over 50 who 
took part in a national 
health survey in 1998. They 
tracked the participants 
for 10 years. Nearly 6,000 
participants died during 
that time. 

They previously used the 
test to predict the risk of 
dying within four years. 
They said fheir new effort 
shows the same index can 
be used to predict 10-year 
mortality. 

Dr. Stephan Fihn, a Universi¬ 
ty of Washington professor 
of medicine, said the index 
seems valid and “method¬ 
ologically sound.” 

But he said it probably 
would be most accurate 
for the oldest patients, who 
don’t need a scientific crys¬ 
tal ball to figure out their 
days are numberedO 


Green cleaning for humans can still sicken pets 


SUE MANNING 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — As 

the time nears for spring 
cleaning and companies 
offer more environmentally 
friendly alternatives to toxic 
cleaners, veterinarians say 
pet owners should keep in 
mind that what’s green to 
a human can be danger¬ 
ous — even deadly — to 
animals. 

“People expose their ani¬ 
mals without even real¬ 
izing the risk,” said Dr. Karl 
Jandrey, who works in the 
emergency and critical 
care units at the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital 
at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Davis. “That’s the 
most common thing that 
happens when you come 
to our emergency room 
— the clients put their pets 
at risk because they were 
unaware of how significant 
the damage could be." 


Most household clean¬ 
ers are safe if used as di¬ 
rected on labels, but pet 
owners who make their 
own cleansers using natu¬ 
ral ingredients don't have 
the warnings or instructions 
that come with commer¬ 
cial products. 

Cats, for example, can get 
stomachaches from essen¬ 
tial oils added for orange, 
lemon or peppermint 
scents in cleaners, said Dr. 
Camille DeClementi, a se¬ 
nior toxicologist at the Ani¬ 
mal Poison Control Center 
run by the American So¬ 
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals in Urba- 
na, Illinois. 

Most commercial green 
products are safe for ani¬ 
mals, DeClementi said, but 
owners should still exercise 
the same precautions as 
with chemical alterna¬ 
tives, such as keeping pets 
away from an area being 


cleaned, not using sprays 
directly on a pet and mak¬ 
ing sure that dogs don't 
chew on the products. 

If a product says “Keep out 
of reach of children," keep 
it away from pefs foo, De- 
Clemenfi said. 

Nancy Guberti, a New York 
City nutritionist and healthy 
lifestyle coach for the past 
15 years, said some prod¬ 
ucts will say green when 
they are not. 

“Natural means nothing. 
The consumer has to be 
educated. 

It's all about awareness," 
she said. 

Extra care also should 
be taken when clean¬ 
ing around a pet’s area, 
such as its toys or bedding, 
the experts say. Don’t use 
fabric softener sheets that 
contain cationic deter¬ 
gents because they will 
give your pet — especially 
cats — stomach distress. 


DeClementi said, referring 
to a type of chemical soap 
that kills bacteria. 


A. 



Nancy Guberti is seen with 
her dog Flower at her house 
in New York City. 

(AP Photo/Courtesy Nancy 
Guberti) 

Such detergents and 
soaps, normally associated 
with helping to get clothes 
clean and fresh-smelling. 


can have chemicals fhat 
can sicken humans and 
pets alike. 

Guberti switched to green 
cleaners out of necessity 
when her youngest son de¬ 
veloped a liver disorder 
and many allergies. Gu¬ 
berti said the whole fam¬ 
ily became green — even 
their family’s 6-year-old 
Shih Tzu, Flower, because 
her son can't hold Flower 
“if she is full of toxic chemi¬ 
cals or perfumes." 

She recalled how she took 
the dog to a groomer for 
fhe first time, and Flower 
came out covered in per¬ 
fume. Guberfi washed her 
again at home, and now 
she brings her own bottles 
to the groomer. 

“I have a bottle of sham¬ 
poo and a bottle of condi¬ 
tioner with her name on it. 
I always remind them: ‘No 
perfumes whatsoever,'" 
Guberti said. □ 
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Roku adds headphones to latest online video player 



MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Roku is plugging head¬ 
phones and several other 
new features into its latest 
set-top box for stream¬ 
ing Internet video to TVs, 
a move that amplifies its 
effort to upstage Apple’s 
better-selling player. 

The Roku 3 box going on 
sale Wednesday also in¬ 
cludes a more power¬ 
ful search engine to find 
movies, TV shows and 
music more quickly and 
new menu for perusing 
the more than 750 online 
services available through 
the device. The new mod¬ 
el will be sold for $100, ini¬ 
tially only at Roku's website 
and Amazon.com. Next 
month, it will expand into 
other retail outlets, includ¬ 
ing Costco and Best Buy 
stores. Prices for older Roku 
models with less horsepow¬ 
er start at $50. 

The new player is the first 
update to Roku’s line of 
set-top boxes since July 
2011. In the interim, Roku 
last year introduced a fin¬ 
ger-shaped device that 
plugs directly into high-def- 
inition ports, much like a 
flash drive fits into a person¬ 
al computer's USB drive. 
The ability to listen to video 
and music on headphones 
will probably be the Roku 
3’s biggest attraction, es¬ 
pecially for households that 
already own one of the 
company's earlier boxes. 


Ear buds are included with 
the Roku 3, although any 
pair of headphones can be 
plugged into a jack on the 
side of the device’s remote 
control. Just as with the set¬ 
top box itself, a Wi-Fi con¬ 
nection is required for the 
headphones to work. It’s a 
feature unavailable on the 
Apple TV player that poses 
the main competition to 
Roku’s streaming devices. 
The Roku 3 introduces new 
navigation tools that will be 
automatically sent to previ¬ 
ous versions of the box in a 
software update later this 
year. The redesign displays 
more information by stack¬ 
ing the channels vertically 
in rows of three instead of 
in single, horizontal row in 


the middle of the screen. 
The makeover means nine 
channel choices can be 
seen at a time instead of 
just five under the old for¬ 
mat. 

The new box also boasts a 
faster processor than pre¬ 
vious models, an upgrade 
likely to appeal to people 
who want to use the de¬ 
vice to play online video 
games on their TVs. 
Although it’s still a small 
company, Roku Inc. has 
emerged as a significant 
player in the steadily grow¬ 
ing market for Internet 
video since it introduced 
its first set-top box nearly 
five years ago. Originally 
conceived within Netflix 
Inc. as a cheap and easy 


way to get Internet video 
on to flat-panel TVs, Roku 
now offers a wide array of 
entertainment options. Be¬ 
sides Netflix’s Internet video 
subscription service, Roku 
boxes also connect to al¬ 
ternatives from Amazon, 
com and Hulu.com, as well 
as a variety of online music 
stations. 

Most of the top Internet 
video services can also be 
seen through Apple TV, a 
set-top box that’s similar to 
Roku’s device. But Apple 
TV is better known, largely 
because it's made and 
sold by a technology pow¬ 
erhouse that operates 
more than 400 stores scat¬ 
tered throughout the world 
while the Roku players are 


made by a small, privately 
held company. 

Although Apple Inc. 
doesn’t provide precise 
figures, CEO Tim Cook has 
indicated to analysts that 
the company has sold 
more than 10 million of its 
streaming boxes. That in¬ 
cludes more than 2 million 
Apple TV players sold dur¬ 
ing the final three months 
last year, up from about 
1.4 million at the same time 
in 2011, Cook told analysts 
during a January confer¬ 
ence call. 

Roku will only say it expects 
to sell the five millionth de¬ 
vice in its history by the end 
of this month. The com¬ 
pany, which is based in 
Saratoga, California, said 
its annual revenue was 
about $150 million in 2011. 
Management declined to 
provide a revenue figure 
for last year. 

Apple’s revenue topped 
$156 billion during its last fis¬ 
cal year ending in Septem¬ 
ber, with most of the sales 
rolling in from its line-up of 
iPhones, iPods, iPads and 
Mac computers. Com¬ 
pany co-founder Steve 
Jobs considered Apple TV 
to be a “hobby,” a de¬ 
scription that Cook has 
echoed. Before he died in 
October 2011, Jobs told his 
biographer Walter Isaac¬ 
son that he had finally fig¬ 
ured out how to build a TV 
that “would be seamlessly 
synced with all of your 
devices. ”□ 


Tips to help with digital de-clutter 


JENNIFER FORKER 
Associated Press 

Ask friends how many 
emails they have sitting in 
their inbox or how many 
photos are saved to their 
laptop, and don’t be sur¬ 
prised if the numbers tally 
in the thousands. 

Some of us have a difficult 
time knowing how to orga¬ 
nize all of this digital infor¬ 
mation, from emails and 
documents to uploaded 
photos and downloaded 
songs. We hoard because 
we can: Today’s comput¬ 
er memory can handle it, 
and our email providers 


offer seemingly infinite stor¬ 
age space. 

Take Peggy Stempson, as¬ 
sociate pastor at Pierre First 
United Methodist Church in 
Pierre, South Dakota, who 
hangs onto at least 4,000 
emails, many of them part 
of long conversations with 
friends going back five 
years or more. 

“They spark memories, and 
connect me with people 
and help me contact 
them," says Stempson, 30. 
“It’s kind of like a diary.” 

All of this digital detritus is 
not a problem unless it in¬ 
terferes with your life, work 


or happiness, according to 
Tim Kasser, a psychology 
professor at Knox College, 
in Galesburg, Illinois. 

“If this acquisition of ‘e’ 
stuff ends up leading to a 
lifestyle that forces you to 
have less time for your fam¬ 
ily, or less time to draw or 
play music or run around in 
a park, or less time to be in¬ 
volved in your community, 
then I would say that to me 
is a problem," says Kasser. 
“I can see how that hap¬ 
pens with electronic stuff.” 
Thank goodness there are 
experts to help extend 
spring cleaning to the digi¬ 


tal realm. 

Start the de-cluttering pro¬ 
cess slowly, advises Dani¬ 
elle Claro, editor-at-large 
at “Real Simple” magazine. 
“If you’re intimidated by it, 
you need someone to hold 
your hand — either a friend 
or a teenager,” she says, 
noting that she'd probably 
enlist her own teen. 

Allison Carter of Atlanta 
gets paid to help people 
find their way through the 
digital morass. She helps 
clients streamline emails, 
organize finances, man¬ 
age documents and pho¬ 
tos, and back it all up. 


“The digital world, it's 
about finding things, mak¬ 
ing your life more efficient, 
enjoying things, rather than 
having them only live in 
the darkness of your hard 
drive,” says Carter, whose 
business is called Digital 
Life Organizing. 

Controlling the email tor¬ 
rent is often the most 
daunting challenge, she 
says. 

“I like my active to-do's 
and ongoing projects to 
be in my inbox until I’ve 
tackled them,” says Carter, 
but that's all that should be 
there. □ 
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Private survey shows steady job gains in February 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

private survey shows U.S. 
businesses added a solid 
number of jobs in Febru¬ 
ary, indicating higher taxes 
and looming government 
spending cuts have yet to 
slow hiring. 

Employers added 198,000 
jobs in February, according 
to data released Wednes¬ 
day by payroll processor 
ADP. And the survey re¬ 
vised January’s hiring fig¬ 
ures to show companies 
added 215,000 jobs that 
month, 23,000 more than 
what had initially been re¬ 
ported. The figure suggests 
that the government’s 
February jobs report, to be 
issued Friday, may come in 
above economists’ fore¬ 
casts. Analysts expect it will 
show the economy added 
152,000 jobs and the un¬ 
employment rate dipped 


to 7.8 percent from 7.9 per¬ 
cent in January. 

Joseph LaVorgna, chief 
U.S. economist at Deutsche 
Bank, boosted his forecast 
to 180,000 jobs, up from 
125,000, in response to the 
ADP report. 

Still, other economists re¬ 
mained cautious. Many 
think huge snowstorm that 
shut down several north¬ 
eastern states last month 
may drag on overall job 
gains.The ADP report is de¬ 
rived from actual payroll 
data and tracks total non¬ 
farm private employment 
each month. It doesn’t 
include government jobs, 
which have steadily de¬ 
clined for the past three 
years. In the past four 
months, ADP’s data has 
diverged from the gov¬ 
ernment's estimate of pri¬ 
vate sector jobs by about 
30,000. 

Still, February's ADP report 


shows private employ¬ 
ers kept adding jobs in 
Februray, even after taxes 



A woman fills a job 
application at a job fair in 
Sunrise, Fla. 

(AP Photo/J Pat Carter) 

increased and the gov¬ 
ernment moved closer to 
across-the-board spend¬ 
ing cuts. 

“Despite the ongoing fiscal 
uncertainty and the pay¬ 
roll tax hike, the recovery 
is picking up momentum,” 
Paul Ashworth, an econo¬ 


mist at Capital Economics, 
said in a note to clients. 
Social Security taxes rose 2 
percentage points Jan. 1 
as part of a deal between 
the White House and Con¬ 
gress to avert larger tax 
increases. And about $85 
billion in spending cuts 
took effect March 1, which 
economists expect will low¬ 
er growth in the summer 
and fall. 

Even so, hiring was broad- 
based in February across 
most industries and busi¬ 
ness sizes. 

Mark Zandi, chief econo¬ 
mist at Moody’s Analytics, 
said one encouraging sign 
is that small businesses are 
starting to hire more. Earlier 
in the economic recovery, 
which began in June 2009, 
larger companies with 500 
or more employees did 
most of the hiring. Moody’s 
helps compile the report 
with ADP.Q 


Nasdaq, SharesPost plan private stock market 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Nas¬ 
daq OMX Group Inc. said 
Wednesday it will part¬ 
ner with private stock ex¬ 
change SharesPost to de¬ 
velop a new market for 
unlisted companies. The 
new venture will offer ear¬ 
ly investors, founders and 
employees of private com¬ 
panies a platform to buy 
and sell company shares. 
The so-called Nasdaq Pri¬ 
vate Market will be based 
in San Francisco and led by 
SharesPost founder Greg 


Brogger. Nasdaq will own 
most of the new exchange. 
“By combining our resourc¬ 
es, expertise and reach 
with SharesPost’s estab¬ 
lished technology, we will 
bring scale, efficiency and 
transparency to this mar¬ 
ketplace,” Nasdaq Execu¬ 
tive Vice President Bruce 
Aust said in a statement. 
The exchange is expected 
to launch later this year, fol¬ 
lowing regulatory approv¬ 
als. 

The collaboration could 


help both companies shore 
up their reputations after 
recent stumbles. 

Nasdaq was heavily criti¬ 
cized by investors for tech¬ 
nical problems in its han¬ 
dling of Facebook's initial 
public offering last May. The 
exchange later agreed to 
hand out $40 million in cash 
and credit to reimburse in¬ 
vestment firms that got en¬ 
snared by the glitches. 
SharesPost has benefited 
from increasing interest in 
trading companies that 


have not yet gone public, 
handling early shares of 
Facebook, Linkedln and 
other tech firms. However, 
the company has come 
under scrutiny from regula¬ 
tors investigating the mar¬ 
ket for private shares. 

Last year the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
charged SharesPost with 
failing to register as a secu¬ 
rities brokerage. The com¬ 
pany settled the charges 
for $100,000 and has since 
registered itself. □ 


Dell board defends $24.4B sale as safest option 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The committee of Dell 
board members that over¬ 
saw the negotiations to 
sell the slumping personal 
computer maker for $24.4 
billion is standing behind 
the deal despite the mis¬ 
givings of major sharehold¬ 
ers who believe CEO Mi¬ 
chael Dell and other inves¬ 
tors buying the company 
are getting a bargain. 

In a four-paragraph state¬ 
ment released Wednes¬ 
day, the four Dell directors 
on the committee pro¬ 


vided their most extensive 
defense of the deal since 
it was announced a month 
ago. 

Although much of the in¬ 
formation contained in 
the statement had already 
been disclosed, the direc¬ 
tors’ decision to publicly 
reiterate their rationale for 
agreeing to the deal cur¬ 
rently on the table shows 
they aren’t having any 
second thoughts even as 
the company’s largest in¬ 
dependent shareholder 
prepares to lead a possible 
shareholder. 

Southeastern Asset Man¬ 


agement, which owns an 
8.4 percent stake in Dell 
Inc., has demanded the 
names of other sharehold¬ 
ers. That information could 
be used to rally opposition 
to the deal. T. Rowe Price, 
which owns a nearly 5 per¬ 
cent stake in Dell, also is 
lobbying against the deal. 
Dell’s special committee 
said it went through a “rig¬ 
orous” five-month review 
before accepting an of¬ 
fer to sell the company to 
founder Michael Dell and 
a group of investors led 
by Silver Lake for $13.65 
per share. Although that's 


about $10-per-share be¬ 
low where the stock stood 
when Michael Dell re¬ 
turned for a second stint as 
CEO in 2007, it's 37 percent 
above the shares' average 
trading price during the 90- 
day period before word of 
the buyout negotiations 
leaked out in mid-January. 
Southeastern contends 
Dell is worth nearly $24 per 
share. 

If the second-guessing 
about the proposed sale 
of Dell continues to mount, 
the spotlight on the board’s 
special committee is likely 
to intensify. □ 



Exxon Mobil 
predicts lower 
output in 2013 

DAVID KOENIG 
AP Business Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — Exxon Mo¬ 
bil Corp. expects produc¬ 
tion to decline by about 
1 percent this year due to 
weaker output of natural 
gas, then rise in the next 
few years as new projects 
start up. 

The oil and gas giant ex¬ 
pects annual production 
to rise by 2 percent to 3 
percent per year through 
2017. It plans to spend $190 
billion on exploration and 
development over the 
next five years. 

The company gave the 
forecast Wednesday at its 
annual meeting with ana¬ 
lysts in New York. 

Exxon Mobil’s production 
fell 6 percent last year, but 
the company still earned 
$44.9 billion, barely missing 
its own 2008 record, thanks 
to higher refining margins. 
Analysts have raised con¬ 
cern about Exxon’s falling 
producfion and the higher 
costs of extracting hard-to- 
reach oil and gas. 

CEO Rex Tillerson said that 
2012 production fell short 
of the company’s expec¬ 
tations because of “opera¬ 
tional performance issues” 
at some facilities, lower 
prices and lower spending 
in Iraq. 

Tillerson said output would 
rise after 2013 as Exxon 
starts production at 22 ma¬ 
jor projects over the next 
three years, including ex¬ 
panding the Kearl oil sands 
operation in Alberta, Can¬ 
ada, and exploration in 
the Russian Arctic. He said 
most of the increase will 
come from oil production. 
Most of the new projects 
are tilted toward oil rather 
than gas. Natural gas pric¬ 
es in North America have 
been low for several years 
as drilling techniques al¬ 
low companies to extract 
gas that was once beyond 
their reach. Exxon has 
been the biggest U.S. pro¬ 
ducer of natural gas since 
buying XTO Energy in 2010. 
Tillerson said that advanc¬ 
es in exploration and drill¬ 
ing technology have re¬ 
duced costs and made 
once-untenable opera¬ 
tions attractive. □ 
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US stocks edge up following Dow’s record day 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — After 
barreling through a re¬ 
cord the day before, the 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age meandered higher on 
Wednesday. 

The Dow edged up 42.47 
points, or 0.3 percent, to 
close at 14,296.24. An en¬ 
couraging job-market re¬ 
port helped nudge the 
stock market up and 
pushed bond prices lower. 
On Tuesday, the Dow blew 
past the previous all-time 
high it hit more than five 
years ago. The index of 30 
big corporations has more 
than doubled since hitting 
a low during the financial 
crisis in March 2009. 

The question now is, how 
much longer can it keep 
climbing? 

In the past, stock indexes 
have often drifted lower in 
the months after breaking 


through previous record 
highs. David Brown, direc¬ 
tor of Sabrient Systems, an 
investment research firm, 
sees plenty of reasons for 
the market to keep climb¬ 
ing, however. People are 
putting their cash into the 
stock market again. And 
the alternatives, like bonds, 
are hardly appealing. 
“There is literally nowhere 
else to go,” Brown said. 
“Do you really want to 
make 1.9 percent on a 10- 
year Treasury? You won't 
make any money doing 
that.” 

In other trading, the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s 500 index 
rose 1.67 points, or 0.1 per¬ 
cent, to 1,541.46. The Nas¬ 
daq slipped 1.77, less than 
0.1 percent, to 3,222.36. 
Microsoft led a decline 
in tech stocks, losing 26 
cents to $28.09. European 
regulators fined the com¬ 
pany for breaking an anti¬ 


trust agreement requiring 
the software giant to offer 
computer users a choice of 
Internet browsers, instead 
of just Internet Explorer. 


ers added 23,000 more 
jobs in January than first re¬ 
ported. 

The ADP survey suggests 
that government spending 


ment report, which comes 
out Friday. Economists 
expect the government 
to say employers added 
152,000 jobs in February, 
lowering the unemploy¬ 
ment rate to 7.8 percent 
from 7.9 percent. 

As traders anticipated bet¬ 
ter news about the job 
market, bond prices fell 
and the yield on the 10- 
year Treasury rose to 1.93 
percent from 1.90 percent 
late Tuesday. 

Expectations of a stronger 
economy tend to lure trad¬ 
ers out of Treasurys and into 
investments that tend to 
rise with economic growth, 
like stocks. Over the long 
haul, stock markets head 
higher, but the path is rare¬ 
ly smooth. In October 2007, 
the Dow hit its previous 
high of 14,164. A year later, 
the country was in the mid¬ 
dle of a financial crisis and 
the Dow was in free fall. Q 



Specialist Christian Sanfillippo, right, smiles as he works at his 
post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. The Dow's 
new all-time high and better economic data from the United 
States propelled world stock markets higher Wednesday March 
6, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Companies added 198,000 
U.S. workers to their payrolls 
in February, according to 
payment processor ADP. 
The firm also said employ¬ 


cuts have yet to deter em¬ 
ployers from hiring. Inves¬ 
tors look to the ADP survey 
as a preview to the closely 
watched Labor Depart¬ 


Former GM executive tapped for rival Toyota board 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Toyota has 
tapped a former executive 
at U.S. rival General Motors 
to join its board, the first 
time in the Japanese auto¬ 
maker's 76-year history it is 
appointing directors from 
outside the company. 

The appointment of Mark 
Hogan, effective April 1, 
underlines efforts at Toyota 
Motor Corp. to become 
more internationally mind¬ 
ed, transparent and nimble 


in regional markets as it re¬ 
covers from difficult years, 
including a massive recall 
fiasco in the U.S. 
Underchanges announced 
Wednesday by President 
Akio Toyoda, Toyota will 
set up a new division to 
oversee North American, 
European and Japanese 
markets and another for 
emerging markets. 

The world’s biggest auto¬ 
maker also promoted four 
non-Japanese managers 
to oversee regional busi¬ 


nesses, including James 
Lentz, an American who 
already leads Toyota Mo¬ 
tor Sales in the U.S. He will 
head the North American 
region. 

Like other conservative 
Japanese companies, 
Toyota has been far more 
insular than its Western 
counterparts, and had 
been closed in the past to 
the idea of board mem¬ 
bers from outside company 
ranks. 

The changes reflect soul¬ 


searching at the company 
following massive global re¬ 
calls over sticky gas pedals, 
faulty floor mats, 
problematic brakes and 
other defects that spanned 
several years from 2009 
and affected more than 
14 million vehicles — some 
models being recalled re¬ 
peatedly. 

The recalls tarnished Toyo¬ 
ta's reputation for quality 
and raised questions about 
its ability to respond to 
problems that crop up in its 


rapidly expanding global 
empire, and to reassure in¬ 
ternational authorities and 
customers of its trustworthi¬ 
ness and transparency. 
Besides Hogan, two Japa¬ 
nese, from the insurance 
and securities industries, 
were picked as outside 
board members. They are 
Ikuo Uno, an executive ad¬ 
visor at Nippon Life Insur¬ 
ance Co., and Haruhiko 
Kato, president of the Ja¬ 
pan Securities Depository 
Center.Q 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


VISIT US & COMPARE FORYOURSELF! 

JUWELENHUISJE 



fun, 
mites 



C ) 


OPEN :0AM - 4 PM MONDAY - f Hr DAY 


wmm 

/£m\ 

¥ *1*. 



ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK r 12 TEL S88 4141 Q SAN NICOLAS B, V/D VIEN ZEPPENFELD5TRAAT 14 TEL 59 4 4141 , 









































THURSDAY 7 MARCH 


f^lCOMICS 


m 


Mutts 

To FIND youR INNER 
PURR 9 ou MUST LET 
GO OF yoUR EGO | 
AND LOSE YOURSELF. 

- vdr 


6 Chix 



How DO S^oo 
DO THAT, 
MOOCH 






INCREMENTS: SLEACHEP ELOuK Hi£H- 
F?UCTC?SE CORN SYRUF CARNVINIC 
A at?, SOblUNiVALOHlUM, &LOFTOSE, 

WOOD'put'P, WHEAT-UKH starch, 
FROWN GOO, WHITS GLUE, TBHC?, 
AMMONIUM SULFALUFAiMTF, 'BHT, 
ESfNOUS 6-LA^e, HYDRC?<££'/VAT£D 
*AL/A KERNEL AND T7VLAA OIL., 

L- CYSTEt N E, Df METF YLPOtYS / L OX A N E, 
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Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 3/07 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


Conceptis Sudoku 
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ACROSS 

1 Bluefinor 
albacore 
5 African nation 
10 School subj. 

14 Frank; candid 

15 Equestrian 

16 Internal spy 

17 Having mixed 
feelings 

18 Venerate 

19 _ if; albeit 

20 Sign 
22 Hobo 

24 High-pitched 
bark 

25 Money south of 
the border 

26 Flock members 

29 Public transport 

30 Meanders 

34 Actress 
Tuesday _ 

35 Blunder 

36 Writing 
implement 

37 Ring king, once 

38 Altered to fit 

40 Yoko __ 

41 Tin and copper 

43 Morsel in a 
feed bag 

44 Journey 

45 Bumbling 

46 Deadly viper 

47 Parsonage 

48 Memory 
senior moment 

50 Go up & down 

51 Put in danger 
54 Renters 

58 Primary 

59 Just beginning 
to learn 

61 Dinner course 

62 Tap a golf ball 

63 Rips 

64 Castro’s land 

65 Kill 

66 Aerosol 

67 Small bills 

DOWN 

1 Carry 

2 Come _; find 

3 Bookish fellow 

4 Pestered 

5 Clutch 


6 Animal pelt 

7 “Much _ 

About Nothing” 

8 Anxiety 

9 Zones 

10 Ralph Waldo 

11 _ Scotia 

12 Secluded valley 

13 Loaned 

21 Van Winkle of 
fiction 

23 Punctured 

25 On 
intentionally 

26 Hindu teacher 

27 Hayes or Hunt 

28 Upper class 

29 Feminine 
undergarment 

31 _ squash; 
winter veggie 

32 Skimpy skirts 

33 Skier’s incline 

35 Sullivan and 
Bradley 

36 Guinea pig or 
Great Dane 

38 Church table 


42 Galore 
44 Hot sauce 

46 Slumbering 

47 Day of the wk. 

49 Half-quarts 

50 Flag-maker 
Ross 

51 Little rascals 


52 Treat roughly 

53 Middle East 
bread 

54 Skater Lipinski 

55 Part of speech 

56 Toothpaste 
container 

57 Jacuzzis 

60 Armed conflict 
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39 Touch lightly 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

1 br wk 7 thur $5200 
Tropicana 1 br wk 7+8 Rm 5532 
$3500 each 

other Aruba wks for sale /rent 

rmwjmw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

19902 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

week 9 Rm 1329 $3500 
week 10 Rm 1329 $3500 
Renaissance ocean view 
week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 
Staying on island till 16th March 
ritchey5652@comcast.net 

_ 199024 

FOR SALE 

Aruba Beach Club (ABC) 

week #10 pool/ ocean side 
$9,500 

Call George at ABC Rm 135 
For info. 582-700 

199025 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

2 br platinum ocean front $35,000 

3 br platinum ocean view $30,000 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Free listing 26 years exp 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana BRC 

Std wk 8 room # 107B grand floor 
(fri) $7,500 2 br wk 8 and 9 room 
#202 E o.f. $20,000 each 
1 br wk 9 room # 401D dlx o.f. 

(sun) $10,000 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listing 26 years exp 

241 

FOR SALE 
Dutch Village 

1 br wk 8 room # 94 28 weeks left 

8 accerated $10,000 

Stu wk 9 room # 135 33 weeks left 

accelerated $6,000 

Divi Phoenix 

1 br wk 10 room #802 o.v. $9,500 
1 br wk 12 room #1101 o.v. $9,500 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listing 26 years exp 

_241_ 

FOR SALE 

Occidental Grand Aruba 

1 br dlx wk 2/17 o.v. optional all 
incl. $11,500 

2 br dlx wk 2/17 o.v. mandatory all 
incl. $45,000 

wk 8 1 br o.v. mandatory all incl. 
$18,500 

Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listing 26 years exp 


FOR SALE 
Divi Links (Golf) 

1 br wk 7 and 8 room # 4226 
(35 weeks left) $8,500 each 
Std. wk 7 and 8 room # 4225 (35 
weeks left) $7,500 each 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listing 26 years exp 

241 


FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

2 br wk 9 room # 1208 P/O view 
$18,000 

Renaissance Suites 

1 br wk 8 room #2303 P/O view 
$ 10,000 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 br wk 8 room # 128 o.f. $19,000 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Free listing 26 years exp 

241 

FOR SALE 
Palma Real 

3 br, 3 bath fully furnished full airc. 
24 hrs security community pool 
$420,000 

Oceania condos 

3 br, 2 y 2 bath 4 th floor view both 
side of the island $750,000 
Call (297)731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listing 26 years exp 

241 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk7 -1 br $7000 

wk 8 -1 br $9000 

wk 9 -1 br $7000 

wk 10 -1 br $7000-9000 

wk 9 - 2 br $9500 

Pis call 732-2788 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 199030 

FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

199015 

FOR SALE 

Time Share for sale 

Divi properties floating wks 
Studio Ibrwk 11-50 
Tropicana wk 7 1 br 3200 
wk 2 Paradise Villa Rm 313 2800 
BO local 565-9394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

198886 


FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 
2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: jwhelan99@sbcalobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 
on Island till march 2nd 

199003 

FOR SALE 

Occidental Grand Aruba 

Fixed week 8 
mandatory all inclusive 
one bedroom 2 bath 
$16,000 

Call mary at 565-8713 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 
Licensed Realtor 

199004 

FOR RENT 
Tropicana week 8 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, pool side 
sun. 2/24 - sun. 3/3 $700.00 
Aruba Cell: 745-5246 

E-mail: iceprincess3754@yahoo. 

_ 198746 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 bedroom Platinum season 

$20,000 

call mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198537 

FOR RENT or SALE 

Divi Golf Links 

wk 6, 7 (president’s wk) 

& 8 Studio, 1 bd, 2 bd or 3 bd 
overlooking Infinity Pool 
starting at $1100 per wk 
e-mail: emac16@aol.com 
Ph: 732-580-5828 

_ 198862 

FOR SALE 

Florida Time Share for sale 

grand shores west South of Tampa 
wk 3 +4 Island Towers FI. Meyers 
Beach 12/15 wk 50 1 br 1800 BO 
local 3/7 565-9394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

_ 198887 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

wk# 9 -1209 
$11,500 Tel. 565-4573 

_ 198884 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Mar. 16-23 Ibr $800 
Mar. 17-24 Ibr $850 
Mar. 30 Apr. 6 Ibr $850 
Pis call 732-2788 
rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 199030 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 


Teh. 5S2-G697 /501-74B4 

5cho1 land Jtr, 70 



,tend your Stay 


Quality Apartments 

k sfidr« A Iflft Afts. "Fglfy 

B .Kitchen* / Aircn / Cable TV "Swmmirtg Pao! 

Lfcll thM E f Pfl* 0*iCh A 4i Sup&wttrkttl. 

Fed free to contact or visit us. 

Mron - Fri: 6ajm-7pin. Sat 6. Sun: Sam-5pm. 



Onjuo^i 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


Boegoeroei 33-A 

On top of a hill, in North; 
the most desired location; 
this 2 story villa with 4 bed¬ 
rooms, swimming pool, ocean 
& island views. Built is approx. 
450m 2 on 818m 2 land. This 
property is fully air condi¬ 
tioned, comes with a luxury 
European kitchen with appli¬ 
ances, has a double car garage 
& spacious swimming pool. 

Reduced from US $ 1.400.000,- 



mu 


US $ 840. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

* | v Oranjestad 

- .^Dr. Gerrit Croes 






POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD del _P_ue_bJg_Tei:_582-_l_2_5_3 


S. NICOLAS __ Aloe Teh 5844606 

SERVICES 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Mar. 7 


Riviera (1 st Call) 

Adventure of the Seas 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA)_Tel ; _583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetric Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Curiosity sleeps as solar blast races toward Mars 


By ALICIA CHANG 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cu¬ 
riosity hunkered down 
Wednesday after the sun 
unleashed a blast that 
raced toward Mars. 

While the hardy rover was 
designed to withstand 
punishing space weather, 
its handlers decided to 
power it down as a pre¬ 
caution since it suffered a 
recent computer problem. 
“We're being more care¬ 
ful,” said project manager 
Richard Cook of the NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
which runs the $2.5 billion 
mission. 

While Curiosity slept, the 
Opportunity rover and two 
NASA spacecraft circling 
overhead carried on with 
normal activities. 

On Tuesday, scientists no¬ 
ticed a huge flare erupting 
from the sun that hurled a 
stream of radiation in Mars’ 
direction. The solar burst 
also spawned a cloud of 
superheated gas that bar¬ 
reled toward the red plan¬ 


et at 2 million mph. 

The eruption did not ap¬ 
pear severe or extreme, 
but “middle of the road, 


The solar tempest was not 
expected to have an im¬ 
pact on Earth. In the past, 
such outbursts have trig¬ 



This image provided by NASA shows an image captured by NASA's Solar 
Dynamics Observatory of a blast of plasma streaming from the sun in August 
2012. 


all things considered” said 
space weather chief Bob 
Rutledge at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 


Associated Press 

gered solar storms with the 


duce shimmering auroras 
in places farther from the 
poles. Since Mars lacks 
a planet-wide magnetic 
field, it does 
not experience 
geomagnetic 
storms. Rather, 
the planet sees 
a spike in radia¬ 
tion, Rutledge 
said. Powerful 
solar blasts can 
cause trouble 
to Mars space¬ 
craft. In 2003, 
an intense solar 
flare knocked 
out the radia¬ 
tion detector 
on the Odys¬ 
sey orbiter. 
NASA does 
not expect 
similar drama 
from the latest 
solar activity. 
In the worst- 
scenario, one or 


ability to disrupt utility grids, 
airline flights, satellite net¬ 
works and GPS services. 
They’re also known to pro¬ 


case 

more of the working Mars 
spacecraft may enter 
“safe mode" in which sci¬ 
ence activities are halted 


but they remain in con¬ 
tact with Earth. “We’ll be 
watching and seeing what 
happens,” said Roger 
Gibbs, JPL deputy manag¬ 
er for the Mars exploration 
program. The unsettled 
space weather comes as 
Curiosity is recovering from 
a memory hiccup that put 
its science experiments on 
hold. It was the first major 
problem to hit the car-size 
since landing in an ancient 
crater near the Martian 
equator last year to hunt 
for the chemical building 
blocks of life. 

Engineers were in the 
middle of troubleshooting 
when they decided to wait 
for the weather to pass. 
The delay means it’ll take 
longer for Curiosity to re¬ 
turn to analyzing the pinch 
of rock powder from a re¬ 
cent drilling. 

Since its instruments are 
turned off, it can’t use its 
radiation sensor to track 
the solar particles. 

“It's just bad timing," Cook 
said.Q 


Physicists on Higgs hunt: 
Nearly there but not yet 



This 2011 image provide by CERN, shows a real CMS proton-proton collision in which four high 
energy electrons (green lines and red towers) are observed in a 2011 event. 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Phys¬ 
icists in Italy said Wednes¬ 
day they are achingly 
close to concluding that 
what they found last year 
was the Higgs boson, the 
elusive “God particle.” 
They need to eliminate 
one last remote possibility 
that it’s something else. 

The long theorized sub¬ 
atomic particle would 
explain why matter has 
mass and has been called 
a missing cornerstone of 
physics. 

With new analyses, scien¬ 
tists are 99.6 percent cer¬ 
tain they found the crucial 
Higgs boson. But they want 


to be 99.9 percent posi¬ 
tive, said Pauline Gagnon, 
a physicist with the Euro¬ 
pean Center for Nuclear 
Research. 

Last July scientists with 
the world’s largest atom 
smasher, the $10 billion 
Large Hadron Collider on 
the Swiss-French border, 
announced finding a par¬ 
ticle they described as 
Higgs-like, but wouldn’t 
say it was conclusively the 
particle. Now thousands of 
checks show them even 
closer. “It looks more and 
more like a Higgs boson," 
said Gagnon after an up¬ 
date presented Wednes¬ 
day at a conference in the 
Italian Alps. 


Gagnon compared find¬ 
ing the Higgs to identify¬ 
ing a specific person. This 
looks, talks, and sings like 
a Higgs, but scientists want 
to make sure it dances 
like the Higgs before they 
shout “Eureka.” 

She said there is only one 
last thing the particle they 
found could also be: a 
graviton. That's another 
subatomic particle asso¬ 
ciated with gravitational 


fields, not mass. 

By checking the spin of the 
particle, scientists will be 
able to tell if it is a Higgs bo¬ 
son, which is far more likely, 
or a graviton. If it has no 
internal spin, it’s the Higgs 
boson; if it has a lot of spin 
it’s a graviton. 
Wednesday’s presenta¬ 
tion was by one team of 
researchers and another 
team will present more 
findings next week. 


x „ Associated Press 

Physicist Sean Carroll of the 

California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, who isn’t involved 
in the research, said scien¬ 
tists are just being careful, 
covering all bases. 

Without the Higgs boson to 
explain why electrons and 
matter have mass, Car- 
roll said, “there would be 
no atoms, there would be 
no chemistry, there would 
be no life, so that’s kind of 
important.”□ 
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Report: TV star Valerie 
Harper has brain cancera 


Sam Mendes says no 
to next James Bond film 



In this Thursday, Nov. 3, 2011 file photo, film director 
Sam Mendes and actors Dame Judi Dench and Daniel Craig 
pose for a photo call for the new James Bond film “SkyfaN” at a 
central London restaurant. Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Valerie 
Harper, who played Rhoda 
Morgenstern on television’s 
“The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” and its spinoff, “Rho¬ 
da," has been diagnosed 
with terminal brain cancer. 
People magazine reported 
on its website Wednesday 
that the 73-year-old ac¬ 
tress received the news on 
Jan. 15. Tests revealed she 
has leptomeningeal carci¬ 
nomatosis, a rare condition 
that occurs when cancer 
cells spread into the fluid- 
filled membrane surround¬ 
ing the brain. The report 
says Harper’s doctors have 
said she has as little as 
three months to live. 

“I don’t think of dying,” 
Harper told the magazine 
in a cover interview. “I think 
of being here now.” 
Harper’s character, Rho¬ 
da, was one of television’s 
most beloved characters 
during the 1970s, and the 
tart-tongued, self-depre¬ 
cating Rhoda made Harp¬ 
er a star. She won three 
consecutive Emmys (1971- 
73) as supporting actress 
on “Mary” plus another 
for outstanding lead ac¬ 
tress for “Rhoda,” which 
ran from 1974-78. Harper 
began show business as a 
dancer in several Broad¬ 
way musicals, and worked 



In this June 13, 2010 photo, 
Valerie Harper arrives at the 
61st Annual Tony Awards in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

in summer stock and with 
the Second City improv 
group. “I was a dancer but 
I was always a little over¬ 
weight,” she once told The 
Associated Press. “I’d say, 
‘Hello, I’m Valerie Harper 
and I’m overweight.’ I’d 
say it quickly before they 
could.... I always got called 
chubby, my nose was too 
wide, my hair was too 
kinky.” Accordingly, she 
played Rhoda at first as a 
plump, wisecracking con¬ 
trast to slender, winsome 
Mary Richards. But as “The 
Mary Tyler Moore Show” 
evolved, Rhoda trimmed 
down and her own brand 
of beauty was acknowl¬ 
edged. The character was 
wildly popular and soon in¬ 
spired her own CBS sitcom, 
which saw Rhoda moving 
back home to New York 
City and even getting mar¬ 


ried. After her success on 
TV, she returned to theater. 
Several TV movie and fea¬ 
ture films followed, includ¬ 
ing “Chapter Two" and 
“Blame It on Rio.” In 2000, 
she reunited with Moore in 
a TV film, “Mary and Rho¬ 
da." “Rhoda Morgenstern 
gave a wonderful impe¬ 
tus and propulsion to my 
career,” she told the AP 
in 2001. At the time, she 
had stepped into the role 
originated by former “Al¬ 
ice” star Linda Lavin in the 
Broadway comedy “The 
Tale of the Allergist's Wife.” 
Harper played what she 
described as “an angst- 
ridden Woman of a Cer¬ 
tain Age," and she likened 
that character to Rhoda, 
whose shared creed, she 
said, is “Get into life, and 
enjoy it. Just stop with the 
white knuckles and relax. 
Be OK with yourself.” In 
recent years. Harper had 
guest roles on several TV se¬ 
ries, and in 2010 was back 
on Broadway playing Tallu¬ 
lah Bankhead, a flamboy¬ 
ant star from Hollywood's 
Golden Age. AP Drama 
Critic Michael Kuchwara 
wrote that “Harper sub¬ 
merges the iconic Rhoda 
Morgenstern” and “has a 
ferocious sense of comic 
timing." In January, Harper 
published a new memoir, 
“I, Rhoda."□ 


LONDON (AP) — Never say 
never again? Sam Mendes 
says he won’t be directing 
the next James Bond film 
— but may work on the se¬ 
ries again in the future. 
Mendes has been praised 
for his work on “Skyfall,” 
the first Bond film to rake in 
more than $1 billion in rev¬ 
enue. 

But Mendes says he has 
made the “very difficult 
decision” to focus on oth¬ 
er projects “that need my 
complete focus over the 
next year and beyond.” 
They include upcoming 
London stage productions 
of “Charlie and the Choc¬ 
olate Factory” and “King 


Lear." 

In comments published 
Wednesday by movie 
magazine Empire, Mendes 
said he was honored to 
have been part of the 
Bond family, 

“and very much hope I 
have a chance to work 
with them again.” 

Mendes worked in theater 
before turning to film. He 
won an Academy Award 
in 2000 for “American 
Beauty.” 

“Skyfall,” which stars Dan¬ 
iel Craig, Javier Bardem 
and Judi Dench, won two 
Oscars last month, includ¬ 
ing one for Adele’s theme 
song.Q 


Marvel goes dystopian with ‘Age of Ultron’ title 


MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 

Marvel Entertainment’s re¬ 
nowned heroes find them¬ 
selves in an unfamiliar and 
unsettling position in the 
pages of the just-released 
“Age of Ultron" series: de¬ 
feated, demoralized and 
desperate. 

After years of well-placed 
warnings that have gone 
unheeded, the ever-adap- 
tive artificial intelligence 
that is Ultron — a creation 
of Avengers co-founder 
Henry Pym — has finally 
realized his potential as 
conquering villain. He has 
turned the planet into a 
dystopian landscape that 
is wrecked beyond com¬ 
pare with technology at 
the top of the food chain 


and humanity on the ex¬ 
tinction trail. 

In short, said Brian Michael 
Bendis, who wrote the se¬ 
ries that debuted Wednes¬ 
day, Ultron has lived up to 
his promise. 

“Ultron is one of the big vil¬ 
lains of the Marvel universe, 
up there with Dr. Doom 
and Magneto,” he said this 
week. “He’s been a threat 
— a constant threat — and 
they’ve never been able 
to defeat him because of 
the nature of his being.” 
Now, with Ultron’s ability to 
adapt, react and learn, his 
promise has gone global 
and what was once a vi¬ 
brant planet is nothing 
more than piles of debris 
with androids and mecha¬ 
nized robots running rough¬ 


shod across the surface 
and heroes like Iron Man, 
the Sensational Spider- 
Man, Moon Knight, Invis¬ 
ible Woman and Hawkeye 
in the shadows. 

It is, Bendis said, a reckon¬ 
ing of sorts with the Marvel 
universe “destroyed” and 
“half the heroes dead and 
half the world is dead.” 
Those that are left — rem¬ 
nants of the Avengers, the 
X-Men, the Fantastic Four, 
the Hulks — are living in the 
shadows, fighting back, 
Bendis said, and they aim 
to stop what happened 
from ever happening 
again. “It's not an imagi¬ 
nary story. It’s happening 
in Marvel continuity,” he 
said of the tale, which has 
the first three issues out this 



This comic book cover image 
released by Marvel shows 
“Age of Ultron,” Book One. 

Associated Press 

month, followed by issues 
4,5 and 6 in April, all illus¬ 
trated by Bryan Hitch. The 


heroes “are going to break 
some rules with the space- 
time continuum.” 

The 10-issue story is illus¬ 
trated by Hitch, Brandon 
Petersen and Carlos Pa¬ 
checo, with a fourth artist 
that Marvel is keeping se¬ 
cret. Tom Brevoort, senior 
vice president for publish¬ 
ing at Marvel and editor for 
“Age of Ultron,” called the 
series one that will leave 
readers confused and, 
possibly, upset, too. “Part 
of the ethos we're trying 
to adopt, as part of Marvel 
Now, is the idea that really, 
anything can happen and 
the sky is the limit," he said. 
“'Age of Ultron’ is the exem¬ 
plar of that. It’s supposed 
to make people feel edgy 
and uncomfortable. ”□ 
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Adele shopped here: 


Vintage shop gets TV series 



In this photo taken Thursday, Feb. 21, 2013, owner Doris Raymond poses for a photo at her 
Hollywood high-end vintage store, “The Way We Wore,” in the La Brea District of Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER, 

AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
Adele wants to make a 
vintage fashion statement, 
stylist Gaelle Paul has a 
go-to source: the clev¬ 
erly named The Way We 
Wore shop. Now TV view¬ 
ers can peek inside Los 
Angeles store owner Doris 
Raymond’s 19th- and 20th- 
century collection that’s 
lured shoppers Anne Ha¬ 
thaway, Katie Holmes and 
Angelina Jolie, as well as 
top designers searching for 
inspiration from the past. 
“L.A. Frock Stars,” a Smith¬ 
sonian Channel series de¬ 
buting Thursday, is both a 
fashionista’s delight and a 
chance to see passion at 
work with Raymond, who's 
made finding and selling 
great old clothes a quest 
for more than 30 years. 
“The show is about spread¬ 
ing the gospel of vintage,” 
said Raymond — which 
translates, for example, to 
a 1940s jacket with tailor¬ 
ing and fabric that would 
cost $1,500 to replicate to¬ 
day but can be had for less 
than $200. 

The Way We Wore is a pop¬ 
ular resource for film and 
TV productions, includ¬ 
ing “Titanic,” ‘’Casino,” 
“’Boardwalk Empire” and 
“Mad Men.” 

Rayond’s tidy but full shop 
also has racks of impressive 


labels including Chanel, 
Versace, Halston and Gu¬ 
cci and the stuff of fashion 
history, like the first version 
of the Diane Von Furst- 
enberg wrap dress that 
launched the designer's 
career. 

“It’s not like going to a thrift 
shop. This is a high-end, ful¬ 
ly curated vintage clothing 
store. It's really picky," said 
Raymond, who sees her 
stylish inventory as both art 
and a link to social history. 
The far-from-ordinary gar¬ 
ments are what draw stylist 
Paul and her client Adele, 
who came in recently on a 
scouting expedition. 

The shop has “designers 
that I don’t know where 
else I would find them,” 
Paul said, such as James 
Galanos. “It's just great 
you can get those design¬ 
ers and their really strong 
pieces. It’s not the aver¬ 
age 1950s dress you find in 
vintage stores.” 

A recent day saw actress 
Samantha Mathis escorted 
upstairs, while a first-time 
shopper who wandered in 
for a party frock was down¬ 
stairs admiring, wide-eyed, 
a 1926 hand-beaded 
French cotton tulle gown 
for about $3,000. 

“When I'm going to get 
married, I'll take a vintage 
dress,” said Russian-born 
Anna Ovdienko. 
Museum-quality garments 


from couture houses and 
older, unlabeled ethnic 
designs are safely tucked 
in Raymond’s back office. 
John Galliano and Alexan¬ 
der McQueen are among 
those who have dropped 
in to shop. Designers from 
J. Crew and other retail 
chains have done the 
same. The six-episode series 
includes visits to The Way 
We Wore by celebrities 
including burlesque artist 
Dita von Teese and actress 
Debi Mazar (“Entourage”). 
A singer-songwriter, Alex¬ 
andra Starlight, preparing 
for a showcase perfor¬ 
mance at South by South¬ 
west, is tickled to learn that 
one of glittery outfits she’s 
trying is by Fabrice Simon, 
who costumed Tina Turner. 
On-screen pop-ups give 
viewers a bit of history 
about the Haitian-born Si¬ 
mon and other designers 
mentioned on the show, 
part of Raymond’s mission 
to enlighten as well as buy 
and sell. She scours estate 
sales, vintage auctions and 
more for potential finds.. 
Raymond, who discovered 
second-hand clothes as a 
teenager when her family 
fell on hard times, is part of 
a vintage mini-wave on TV 
that includes Bravo’s new 
“Dukes of Melrose,” fea¬ 
turing the owners of LA’s 
Melrose Avenue boutique 
Decades. □ 



Former justice pens 
history book about 
the Supreme Court 


RASHA MADKOUR 
Associated Press 

In the old days, lawyers 
arguing before the Su¬ 
preme Court could blather 
on, uninterrupted, for as 
long as 10 days. Nowa¬ 
days, they’re strictly lim¬ 
ited to 30 minutes of argu¬ 
ment time — and they're 
deemed lucky if they can 
speak more than two sen- 

Out 

of Order 

. 

Sant Ira Day 

{yOtmnor 

This book cover image 
released by Random House 
shows “Out of Order: Stories 
from the History of the 
Supreme Court,” by Sandra 
Day O'Connor. 

Associated Press 

fences before the justices 
interject. The first chief jus¬ 
tice, John Jay, resigned 
to become governor of 
New York. He didn’t think 
the Supreme Court would 
amount to much. 

And until Chief Justice Wil¬ 
liam Howard Taft, a former 
president, lobbied for a 
Supreme Court building, 
the nation's highest court 
shared office space over 
the years with merchants, 
lower courts and Congress. 
For an institution so seem¬ 
ingly steeped in tradition, 
the nature of the Supreme 
Court has changed and 
evolved drastically over 
its lifetime. That's the main 
takeaway from a new 
book by former Justice 
Sandra Day O'Connor, the 
first woman appointed to 
the job. “Out of Order: Sto¬ 
ries From the History of the 
Supreme Court” is read¬ 
able, accessible and full of 
riveting anecdotes, even if 
the level of detail may oc¬ 
casionally bore the casual 
reader. O'Connor skillfully 
highlights myriad person¬ 


alities in the history of the 
court, from John McLean, 
who ran unsuccessfully for 
president four times while 
serving on the court, to 
Byron White, who played 
professional football for 
the Pittsburgh Pirates (now 
Steelers) and Detroit Lions 
before being appointed to 
the bench. (He was also a 
Rhodes scholar and served 
in the Navy.) The dubious 
designation as one of the 
worst justices ever falls on 
James McReynolds, who 
wrote comments like “This 
makes me sick” on col¬ 
leagues’ circulating opin¬ 
ions. A self-professed anti- 
Semite, McReynolds read 
a newspaper during a 
Jewish colleague's swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony, and at his 
funeral in 1946, not a single 
fellow justice was in atten¬ 
dance. O’Connor offers a 
few juicy tidbits about life 
as a Supreme Court justice. 
She writes that each newly 
appointed justice is “per¬ 
mitted” to sit in the historic 
chair used by Chief Justice 
John Marshall. (Justice So¬ 
nia Sotomayor said she felt 
as if history were “cours¬ 
ing through” her when she 
sat on it.) Just before tak¬ 
ing the bench during oral 
arguments, the justices 
gather in the robing room 
and partake in a “judicial 
handshake,” with each 
justice shaking the hand 
and greeting every other 
justice. After morning ar¬ 
guments wrap up, the jus¬ 
tices have lunch together 
— and no work talk is al¬ 
lowed. “Out of Order” is, 
at its core, a compact his¬ 
tory book on the Supreme 
Court — albeit a more 
lighthearted, personality- 
filled one than you might 
find in a high school class¬ 
room. O'Connor may have 
overestimated people’s in¬ 
terest in reading about ev¬ 
ery person nominated to 
the court, and she doesn't 
reveal nearly as much be¬ 
hind-the-scenes informa¬ 
tion as did Jeffrey Toobin 
in his excellent book “The 
Nine.” But “Out of Order” 
is a solid addition to the 
library of layman books 
about the court. □ 
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The Brutality Cascade 
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A Scientist’s Misguided Crusade 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Let’s say you were a power hit¬ 
ter during baseball’s steroids 
era. You may have objected 
to steroids on moral and health 
grounds. But many of your com¬ 
petitors were using them, so you 
faced enormous pressure to use 
them too. 

Let’s say you are a student at 
a good high school. You may 
want to have a normal adoles¬ 
cence. But you are surrounded 
by all these junior workaholics 
who have been preparing for 
the college admissions racket 
since they were 6. You find you 
can’t unilaterally withdraw from 
the rat race and still get into the 
college of your choice. So you 
also face enormous pressure to 
behave in a way you detest. 

You might call these situations 
brutality cascades. In certain 
sorts of competitions, the most 
brutal player gets to set the rules. 
Everybody else feels pressure to 
imitate, whether they want to or 
not. 

The political world is rife with bru¬ 
tality cascades. Let’s say you 
are a normal person who gets 
into Congress. You’d rather not 
spend all your time fundraising. 
You’d like to be civil to your op¬ 
ponents and maybe even work 
out compromises. 

But you find yourself competing 
against opponents who fund¬ 
raise all the time, who prefer bru- 
talism to civility and absolutism 
to compromise. Soon you must 
follow their norms to survive. 

Or take a case in world affairs. 
The United States is a traditional 
capitalist nation that has cham¬ 
pioned an open-seas economic 
doctrine. We think everybody 
benefits if global economics is 
like a conversation, with maxi¬ 
mum openness, mutual trust and 
free exchange. But along comes 
China, an economic superpow¬ 
er with a more mercantilist mind¬ 
set. Many Chinese, at least in the 
military-industrial complex, see 
global economics as a form of 
warfare, a struggle for national 
dominance. 

Americans and Europeans tend 
to think it is self-defeating to en¬ 
gage in cyberattacks on private 
companies in a foreign country. 
You may learn something, but 
you destroy the trust that lubri¬ 
cates free exchange. Pretty 
soon your trade dries up be¬ 
cause nobody wants to do busi¬ 
ness with a pirate. Investors go 
off in search of more transparent 
partners. 

But China’s cybermercantilists 
regard deceit as a natural tool 
of warfare. Cyberattacks make 


perfect sense. Your competitors 
have worked hard to acquire in¬ 
tellectual property. Your system 
is more closed so innovation is 
not your competitive advan¬ 
tage. It is quicker and cheaper 
to steal. They will hate you for it, 
but who cares? They were go¬ 
ing to hate you anyway. C’est la 
guerre. 

In a brutality cascade the Chi¬ 
nese don’t become more like 
us as the competition continues. 
We become more like them. 
And that is indeed what’s hap¬ 
pening. The first thing Western 
companies do in response to 
cyberattacks is build up walls. In¬ 
stead of being open stalls in the 
global marketplace, they begin 
to look more like opaque, rigidi- 
fied castles. 

Next, the lines between private 
companies and Western gov¬ 
ernments begin to blur. When 
Western companies are at¬ 
tacked, they immediately turn 
to their national governments 
for technical and political sup¬ 
port. On the one hand, the U.S. 
military is getting a lot more in¬ 
volved in computer counteres¬ 
pionage, eroding the distance 
between the military and private 
companies. On the other hand, 
you see the rise of these digital 
Blackwaters, private security 
firms that behave like informa¬ 
tion age armies, providing de¬ 
fense against foreign attack but 
also counterattacking against 
Chinese and Russian foes. 

Pretty soon the global economy 
looks less like Monopoly and 
more like a game of Risk, with a 
Chinese military-industrial com¬ 
plex on one part of the board 
and the Western military-industri¬ 
al complex on another part. 
Brutality cascades are very hard 
to get out of. You can declare 
war and simply try to crush the 
people you think are despoiling 
the competition. 

Or you can try what might be 
called friendship circles. In this 
approach, you first establish the 
norms of legitimacy that should 
govern the competition. You 
create a Geneva Convention 
of domestic political conduct 
or global cyberespionage. Then 
you organize as broad a coali¬ 
tion as possible to uphold these 
norms. 

Finally, you isolate the remaining 
violators and deliver a message: 
If you join our friendship circle 
and abide by our norms, the 
benefits will be overwhelming, 
but if you stay outside, the costs 
will be devastating. 

In his effort to fight what he 
regards as Republican zeal¬ 
ots, President Barack Obama 
is caught between these two 
strategies. He never quite push¬ 
es budget showdowns to the 
limit to discredit Republicans, 
but he never offers enough to 
the members of the Republican 
common-sense caucus to tempt 
them to break ranks. 

Clearly the second option is bet¬ 
ter for dealing with the Chinese. 
Establish a Geneva Convention 
that bans cyberactivity against 
citizens and private companies. 
Establish a broad coalition to en¬ 
force it.Unfortunately, standard¬ 
setting is a dying art these days, 
so we are living with these brutal¬ 
ity cascades. □ 



JOE NOCERA 
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On Friday, at 3:40 p.m., the State 
Department released its “Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Im¬ 
pact Statement” for the highly 
contentious Keystone XL pipe¬ 
line, which Canada hopes to 
build to move its tar sands oil to 
refineries in the United States. In 
effect, the statement said there 
were no environmental impedi¬ 
ments that would prevent Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama from ap¬ 
proving the pipeline. 

Two hours and 20 minutes later, I 
received a blast email contain¬ 
ing a statement by James Han¬ 
sen, the head of the Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies at 
NASA - i.e., NASA’s chief climate 
scientist. 

“Keystone XL, if the public were 
to allow our well-oiled govern¬ 
ment to shepherd it into exis¬ 
tence, would be the first step 
down the wrong road, perpetu¬ 
ating our addiction to dirty fos¬ 
sil fuels, moving to ever dirtier 
ones,” it began. After claiming 
that the carbon in the tar sands 
“exceeds that in all oil burned in 
human history,” Hansen’s state¬ 
ment concluded: “The public 
must demand that the govern¬ 
ment begin serving the public’s 
interest, not the fossil fuel indus¬ 
try’s interest.” 

As a private citizen, Hansen, 71, 
has the same First Amendment 
rights as everyone else. He can 
publicly oppose the Keystone XL 


pipeline if he so chooses, just as 
he can be as politically active as 
he wants to be in the anti-Key- 
stone movement, and even be 
arrested during protests, some¬ 
thing he managed to do recent¬ 
ly in front of the White House. 

But the blast email didn’t come 
from James Hansen, private 
citizen. It specifically identified 
Hansen as the head of the God¬ 
dard Institute and went on to 
describe him as someone who 
“has drawn attention to the 
danger of passing climate tip¬ 
ping points, producing irrevers¬ 
ible climate impacts that would 
yield a different planet from the 
one on which civilization devel¬ 
oped.” All of which made me 
wonder whether such apoca¬ 
lyptic pronouncements were the 
sort of statements a government 
scientist should be making - and 
whether they were really helping 
the cause of reversing climate 
change. 

Let’s acknowledge right here 
that the morphing of scientists 
into activists is nothing new. Linus 
Pauling, the great chemist, was 
a peace activist who pushed 
hard for a nuclear test ban trea¬ 
ty. Albert Einstein also became 
a public opponent of nuclear 
weapons. 

It is also important to acknowl¬ 
edge that Hansen has been 
a crucial figure in developing 
modern climate science. In 
2009, Eileen Claussen, now the 
president of the Center for Cli¬ 
mate and Energy Solutions, told 
The New Yorker that Hansen was 
a “heroic” scientist who “faced 
all kinds of pressures politically.” 
Today, his body of work is one 
of the foundations upon which 
much climate science is built. 

Yet what people hear from Han¬ 
sen today is not so much his 
science but his broad, unscien¬ 
tific views on, say, the evils of oil 
companies. 

In 2008, he wrote a paper, the 
thesis of which was that runaway 
climate change would occur 
when carbon in the atmosphere 
reached 350 parts per million - a 
point it had already exceeded - 
unless it were quickly reduced. 


There are many climate change 
experts who disagree with this 
judgment - who believe that 
the 350 number is arbitrary and 
even meaningless. Yet an entire 
movement, 350.org, has been 
built around Hansen’s line in the 
sand. 

Meanwhile, he has a depart¬ 
ment to run. For a midlevel sci¬ 
entist at the Goddard Institute, 
what signal is Hansen sending 
when he takes the day off to get 
arrested at the White House? Do 
his colleagues feel unfettered in 
their own work? There is, in fact, 
enormous resentment toward 
Hansen inside NASA, where 
many officials feel that their solid, 
analytical work on climate sci¬ 
ence is being lost in what many 
of them describe as “the Hansen 
sideshow.” 

His activism is not really doing 
any favors for the science his 
own subordinates are produc¬ 
ing. 

Finally, and most important, 
Hansen has placed all his cred¬ 
ibility on one battle: the fight to 
persuade Obama to block the 
Keystone XL pipeline. It is the 
wrong place for him to make a 
stand. Even in the unlikely event 
the pipeline is stopped, the tar 
sands oil will still be extracted 
and shipped. It might be harder 
to do without a pipeline, but it 
is already happening. And in 
the grand scheme, as I’ve writ¬ 
ten before, the tar sands oil is 
not a game changer. The oil we 
import from Venezuela today 
is dirtier than that from the tar 
sands. Not that the anti-pipeline 
activists seem to care. 

What is particularly depressing 
is that Hansen has some genu¬ 
inely important ideas, starting 
with placing a graduated car¬ 
bon tax on fossil fuels. Such a tax 
would undoubtedly do far more 
to reduce carbon emissions and 
save the planet than stopping 
the Keystone XL pipeline. 

A carbon tax might be worth 
getting arrested over. But by al¬ 
lowing himself to be distracted 
by Keystone, Hansen is hurting 
the very cause he claims to care 
so much about.Q 
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Models present creations by U.S fashion designer Marc Jacobs for Louis Vuitton’s Ready to Wear’s Fall-Winter 2013-2014 fashion collection, presented, Wednesday, 
March 6, 2013 in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Jacques Brinon) 


Moss cameo at Vuitton hotel caps fashion week 


THOMAS ADAMSON 
AP Fashion Writer 
PARIS (AP) — On the last 
day of Paris ready-to-wear 
shows, if Miuccia Prada 
was about fun and Elie 
Saab the familiar, then 
Louis Vuitton was about 
Kate Moss. 

Marc Jacobs, Vuitton’s 
creative director, delivered 
a no-expenses-spared pro¬ 
duction to cap fall-winter 
fashion season in five-star 
style. 

The showman recreated 
an entire hotel floor inside 
the Louvre, replete with 
sprawling carpet, nostalgic 
lounge piano and do-not- 
disturb signs — what he 
called “decadent glam¬ 
or.” 

The glamor-factor was cer¬ 
tainly there in the roll call 
of top actresses lining the 
front row, including Jessica 
Chastain, January Jones 
and Naomi Watts. 

But somehow in just a two- 
minute cameo Moss — pos- 



Top model Kate Moss and 
Jamie Hince, right, leave 
Louis Vuitton's Ready to 
Wear's Fall-Winter 2013- 
2014 fashion collection, 
Wednesday, March 6,2013 in 
Paris. 

(AP Photo/Zacharie Scheurer) 

sibly the world’s most fa¬ 
mous model — managed 
to inspire an A-list front row 
and an entire hotel. 

The super-waif 39-year- 
old provoked instant ap¬ 
plause as she appeared in 
a provocatively revealing 


organza slip dress from be¬ 
hind one of the closed ho¬ 
tel doors, and was mobbed 
by journalists backstage. 
Trends this season includ¬ 
ed black and white with 
flashes of color, leather 
and fur, eighties and fifties 
silhouettes, and more lady¬ 
like styles with a combative 
edge. 

LOUIS VUITTON 

Louis Vuitton moved in a 
more feminine, sensual di¬ 
rection for fall-winter. 

“It was about intimacy, the 
mystery of what’s going on 
behind the door,” Jacobs 
said. “It’s Hollywood mixed 
with rive gauche.” 
Accordingly, models in ‘50s 
wigs slinked out of a dozen 
hotel doors wearing satin 
dresses resembling slips. 
A bathrobe made from 
a man’s coat followed a 
crepe dress made with mo¬ 
tifs of an undergarment. 
The numerous long fur 
coats — some of the most 


luxurious seen this season 
—provided the glam-fac¬ 
tor. 

Mink coats dyed in two 
tones and murky-colored 
astrakhan were stand outs 
— as well as crocodile 
bags lined with sheared 
mink, lashings of marabou 
feathers and hand-curled 
goose feathers. 

“All sorts of creatures were 
lying around in embroi¬ 
dered form,” joked Ja¬ 
cobs, who may indeed be 
responsible for emptying a 
local zoo. 

Menswear touches like a 
button-less tailored jacket 
or the pajama print reined 
in the more overtly femi¬ 
nine lingerie looks, ensuring 
a nice overall balance. 

But the show was also 
about Kate Moss. 

Jacobs, who conducted 
interviews backstage in 
red pajamas, said the 
show grew from his close 
friendship with Moss, and 
years of dressing her up in 


hotel rooms. 

MIL) Mill 

Last season's boxy and 
printed looks were gone 
for Miu Miu’s fall-winter 
2013-14 show. 

In their place was a more 
inventive collection that 
featured outerwear as 
dresses, large-sized buttons 
and giant handbags. 
Flashes of color in ‘50s pol¬ 
ka dot neckties, stripy tights 
and Belle Epoque boots in 
gold and silver gave the 
collection for Miuccia Pra- 
da’s baby sister offshoot a 
great lift. 

Dresses made with quilted 
coat fabric, sometimes 
with large buttons and long 
zippers, saw Prada putting 
her own quirky stamp on 
an outerwear-to-innerware 
trend that’s on high rota¬ 
tion on the catwalk of late. 
The piece de resistance 
was a one-meter (three- 
foot) handbag that had 
spectators gawkingO 























